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Priorities

� Vienna Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing 

Countries for the Decade 2014-2024 established 6 priority 

areas that should be tackled in order to help LLDCs overcome 

their geographical condition. 

� Priority 1: Fundamental transit policy issues

� Priority 2: Infrastructure development and maintenance

(a) Transport infrastructure



ESCAP region: landlocked countries 



Transport infrastructure

ESCAP Transport Division:

�Asian Highway

�Trans Asian Railway

�Dry Ports

Airports Ranking 
Source: ACI

Source: World Shipping Council



Asian Highway Network

• Connecting 32 countries 

• Intergovernmental Agreement on the AH Network sets naming, classification and design standards

• Vital connectivity especially for landlocked countries



Trans Asian Railway

• 117500km of railway lines of international importance connecting 27 countries

• Important transport corridors with huge economic potential for transiting countries (both 

landlocked and coastal countries)

• Faster than maritime transport (Asia-Europe)

• Lower environment impact

• Dry ports promote multimodality



Landlocked countries 

is also Land-linked countries 

EXAMPLES: 

• Khorgos Gateway

• North–South Transnational Corridor

• Greater Mekong Subregion East-West 

Corridor



ESCAP Transport Facilitation Tools

Regional Frameworks 
• Regional Strategic Framework for the Facilitation of International Road Transport

• Regional Cooperation Framework for Facilitation of International Railway Transport

Four mutually complementary models
• Time/Cost-Distance Methodology: identifying barriers and monitoring performance from 

starting to ending points

• Secure Cross-border Transport Model: providing real-time monitoring enroute

• Model on Integrated Controls at Border Crossings: simplified and streamlined procedures at 

border crossings

• Efficient Cross-border Transport Model: more efficient transport arrangement across borders

Forthcoming
Standard Model for Logistics Information System, Model Bilateral and Subregional Road Transport 

Agreements, Model multilateral permits for international road transport
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