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“Our struggle for global sustainability will 
be won or lost in cities”

Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary-General, April 2012 
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The Future of Asia-Pacific is Urban

Urban population, 1950-2050 (thousands)

3



Pearl River Delta – November 1988

Source: NASA Earth Observatory
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Pearl River Delta – November 2014

Source: NASA Earth Observatory
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Beyond megacities

• The majority of the urban population in the region actually resides in cities and 
towns classified below 500,000 people (47.4%), and only 14% live in megacities

• Secondary cities are increasingly significant in national and regional economies as 
transport hubs or tourism destinations 
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