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Disclaimer 

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the 

views of the United Nations Secretariat.  The opinions, figures and estimates set forth in this 

publication are the responsibility of the authors, and should not necessarily be considered as 

reflecting the views or carrying the endorsement of the United Nations. 

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply 

the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations 

concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or 

concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.  

Mention of firm names and commercial products does not imply their endorsement by the United 

Nations. 

The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on the maps do not imply official 

endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.   

This publication is issued without formal editing. 
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Introduction to the Handbook  

On 8 December 2016, the Governments of China, Mongolia and the Russian Federation signed 

an Intergovernmental Agreement on International Road Transport along the Asian Highway 

Network. It is the first agreement to formalize the use of the Asian Highway Network for 

international road transport operations. This Agreement lays the foundation for new trilateral 

cooperation between China, Mongolia and the Russian Federation and illustrates the high-level 

dedication to improving connectivity among these countries and beyond. This is an operational 

agreement which will position infrastructure networks to provide impetus for trade and people 

connectivity, particularly to landlocked Mongolia, and enable the network to act as a platform for 

multilateral and regional cooperation by providing new links between the Russian Federation and 

China through the central and western parts of Mongolia, and sea access to landlocked Mongolia. 

The Agreement opened Asian Highway Network route No. 3 running from Ulan-Ude (Russian 

Federation) – Ulaanbaatar (Mongolia) – Beijing (China) – Tianjin BCP (China), and Asian 

Highway Network route No. 4 running from Novosibirsk (Russian Federation) – Urumqi (China) 

– Kashi (China) – Honqiraf (Chinese border with Pakistan), making it the most substantive 

achievement of the China-Mongolia-Russia trilateral economic cooperation initiative. The 

Agreement will remain open for accession by other Asian Highway Network member countries 

to further enhance regional connectivity.  
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