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Comments from the Permanent Mission of Colombia to UNEP

Synthesis of inputs received from Member States on the scope and title of the theme of Pollution for
the 2017 Environment Assembly (Revised 30" January)

7 February 2017

Proposed wording for the theme':

"It's time to clean our planet: reversing the curve on pollution”

“Delivering a pollution free planet”

“Pollution free planet serving the Sustainable Development Goals”

“Transboundary Environment Pollutions, threatening the Sustainable Development Goals”

“People, Planet, Prosperity: A Cleaner Planet for Healthy, Prosperous Lives”
“Healthy environment for all (subtitle: finding solutions to tackle pollution)
“Towards a clean planet” (subtitle: finding solutions to tackle pollution)

1
2
3
4.
5. “Global Partnership Avoiding Long-range Transboundary Pollution”
6
7
8
9

. “Pollution free world/planet”
10.  “Global Action Plan on Pollution”

11.  “Pollution free planet: delivering a deal to clean the world”.

12.  “A Clean Environment for A/l”.

PROPUESTA DE COLOMBIA

“Towards (or striving for) a clean planet: Impacts,
Challenges & Solutions for Pollution”

Justificacion: Esta redaccion busca abordar la polucién
COMO un proceso con ejes complementarios. Se pretende
mostrar un camino: partir de la identificacion de los
impactos de la polucion, para reconocer sus efectos y
desafios para, finalmente, proponer soluciones que
permitan responder de una mejor forma a la situacion.
Para completar los tres pasos del proceso se requiere la
participacion de distintos actores como cientificos,
académicos, organizaciones no gubernamentales, grupos
de interés y representantes de los Estados miembros.

Los Ministros y representantes de Alto Nivel asistentes a

COLOMBIA’S PROPOSAL

"Towards (or striving for) a Clean Planet: Impacts,
Challenges & Solutions for Pollution™

Rationale: This wording seeks to address pollution as a
process with complementary pillars. It is intended to
show a path: starting with the identification of the
impacts of pollution, recognizing its effects and
challenges, and to finally propose solutions that allow a
better response to the situation. To complete the three
steps of the process participation of different actors such
as scientists, academics, non-governmental
organizations, stakeholders and representatives of
Member States are required.

Ministers and high-level representatives attending

! The list reflects title proposals for the theme from the following members: African Group; Brazil; Costa Rica; European Union
and its Member States; Islamic Republic of Iran; Japan; Norway; Singapore; and United States of America
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la UNEA-3 podrian debatir, desde una perspectiva
nacional, entorno a los principales impactos en el medio
ambiente derivados de la contaminacion. Asimismo,
podrian discutir sobre los desafios desde perspectivas
nacionales, regionales y globales para combatir la
contaminacion del agua, aire y suelo y proponer
soluciones basadas en los estudios cientificos y
académicos y en experiencias exitosas nacionales.

Por otra parte, de las 12 propuestas de redaccion las que
mas se ajustan en contenido y en resultados esperados y
que, por lo tanto, pueden ser apoyadas por la Mision son:

7. “Healthy environment for all (subtitle: finding
solutions to tackle pollution)

Justificacion: de la redaccion se infiere la importancia
de un ambiente saludable no solo para las poblaciones
humanas, sino también para la vida en el planeta. Esta
redaccion es positiva en tanto posibilita abarcar los
impactos de la polucién desde una perspectiva mas
amplia e integral donde se destaquen los impactos de la
polucién a la estabilidad de la vida.

8. “Towards a clean planet” (subtitle: finding
solutions to tackle pollution)

Justificacion: la redaccion, igual que la anterior, da a
entender un enfoque amplio para abordar la polucion.
Esto es positivo en tanto va en linea con la propuesta de
enfoque de Colombia por medio de la cual los impactos
al medio ambiente deben ser abordados tomando en
cuenta no solo sus consecuencias a la poblacion
humana, sino a la vida, procesos biolGgicos y especies.

UNEA-3 could discuss, from a national perspective, the
main environmental impacts of pollution. They could
also discuss challenges from national, regional and
global perspectives to combat water, air and soil
pollution, and propose solutions based on scientific and
academic studies and successful national experiences.

On the other hand, from the 12 drafting proposals, the
ones that are most adjusted in terms of content and
expected results and which can therefore be supported
by Colombia are:

7. "Healthy environment for all (subtitle: finding
solutions to tackle pollution)

Rationale: the wording implies the importance of a
healthy environment not only for human populations, but
also for life on the planet. This wording is positive in
that it makes it possible to encompass the impacts of
pollution from a broader and more comprehensive
perspective where the impacts of pollution on the
stability of life are highlighted.

8. "Towards a clean planet” (subtitle: finding
solutions to tackle pollution)

Rationale: The wording, like the previous one, suggests
a broad approach to addressing pollution. This is positive
in that it is in line with Colombia's proposed approach,
whereby environmental impacts need to be addressed
taking into account not only their consequences to
human population, but to life, biological processes and
species.

Priority areas highlighted in the national submissions:

e Air pollution, including indoor and outdoor air quality, short-lived climate pollutants and sand and dust
storms; it could also build in actions taken under the Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles and the

Climate and Clean Air Coalition;

e Water pollution, including, wastewater and nutrient pollution; in addition it could include further work on

the Global Partnership on Nutrient Management;

e Land pollution, including contamination of soils, land degradation and desertification as applicable and

impact on soils from the extractive sectors;

e Marine pollution, including measures and commitments to stop marine plastics at its source by reducing
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plastic pollution and marine debris. This includes the phasing out of microplastics in relevant products and
other actions that could build on the Global Program of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land-Based Activities;

e Sound management of chemicals and waste, including lead paint, mercury and waste reduction,
including for food waste and E-waste through innovative solutions for waste prevention and partnerships
with industry for designing and implementing control measures for certain pollutants;

e Other issues (enablers), such as legal and policy frameworks; impacts of pollution in human health and in
ecosystems; the economic cost from pollution (in terms of cost of inaction); the role of partnerships with
the private sector, educational institutions, local authorities, civil society and citizens; aspects linked to
sustainable consumption and production; technology and access to finance.

Inputs on how to approach the theme of pollution and potential outcomes:

- The report on the 2017 Environment Assembly theme to be prepared by the Secretariat should describe the
international framework to tackle pollution as well as recommendations where further action (by the
international community) on these areas is required, taking into account relevant scientific information and data
(such as the Global Report on Health and Pollution, the Global Chemicals Outlook report, the regional GEO-6
reports and relevant International Resources Panel reports). The report can include recommended
targets/commitments for the reduction of pollution in every main category or priority area. It should also include
recommended targets related to resource mobilization, access to technology and technical and financial assistance
for the less developed and developing countries.

- The approach to the theme should be evidence-based, grounded on the latest scientific evidence and promote
access to data and information. The effects of pollution should be addressed from a broader perspective of
integrality and interrelation. Impacts of pollution on human health and in ecosystems have to be equally
highlighted. In the case of ecosystems, attention should be also given to the availability of natural resources, the
biological process and ecosystem services.

- More specifically, there is a need to consider the implementation of the outcomes of the 13th Conference of
Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity regarding the mainstreaming of the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity. This should take into account ecosystems-based and ecosystem-service approach
related to air, land and sea-based pollutants.

- Solutions to the challenges and adverse effects of transboundary forms of pollution should be at the core of
addressing the theme of the Assembly and should build on goals that are already set in global strategies with the
2030 Agenda, the Paris Agreement, the Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol and others. With regard to
marine pollution, such approach should also build on work undertaken by the Seventy-first UN General
Assembly on marine debris, as well as IUCN Resolution 049 on promoting regional approach to tackle marine
debris.

Los efectos transfronterizos de la contaminacion se | The transboundary effects of pollution must be

deben entender desde una perspectiva amplia que va mas | understood from a broad perspective that goes beyond
just border areas. This is precisely a concept of the
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alla de sélo las areas de frontera. Este es precisamente un
concepto de los AMUMAS con el de Basilea o Marpol,
London sobre temas de contaminacion marina
principalmente. Pensar en soluciones a estos problemas
de contaminacion es clave si queremos empezar a
trabajar en Alianzas para alcanzar el desarrollo
sostenible proponiendo, entre otras, soluciones globales
a la problematica.

MEAS (Basilea or Marpol, London on subjects of
marine pollution mainly). Thinking about solutions to
these pollution problems it is key, if we want to start
working on alliances to achieve sustainable development
by proposing, among others, global solutions to the
problem.

- The theme on pollution should serve as an input for consideration at the High Level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development in 2018, in particular where the Sustainable Development Goal 12, on Sustainable
Consumption and Production, will be reviewed.

- The approach should take into account the theme of the 2017 Conference of the Parties of the Basel, Rotterdam,
and Stockholm Conventions: “A future detoxified: sound management of chemicals and waste”, while providing
timely input and momentum to the intersessional process for the Strategic Approach and the sound management
of chemicals and waste beyond 2020.

Mas que tener en cuenta el tema de la Triple Cop de
guimicos que se celebrara en Ginebra entre abril y mayo,
se deben tener en cuenta los resultados de la misma. Los
resultados de la triple COP deberan ser acogidos y
utilizados como insumos para la construccion de las

More than taking into account the theme of the Triple
COP of chemicals to be held in Geneva between April
and May are the results of the Triple COP that must be
taken into account. The results of the Triple COP should
be welcomed and used as inputs for the preparation of
resolutions and outcome of UNEA-3

resoluciones y resultado de la UNEA-3

- The approach to the theme of pollution could enhance and build on many of UN Environment’s existing
partnerships, programs, and activities and its cooperation with Member States, stakeholders and International
Organizations.

- Data and availability of information is key in addressing pollution. The Assembly could support quantifying
human exposure to pollutants and building integrated datasets. These datasets could be linked regionally.
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https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 9773




