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Geographical coverage 

MSP: Marine waters cover coastal 
waters, territorial sea and EEZ.  

 

Timing 

September 2014: Entry into force 

2016:  Transposition (process) and 
 Designation Competent 
 Authorities 

2021: Establishment of plans in 
 all marine waters of MS 

 



Key requirements of the MSPD 

 

1. Involve stakeholders 

2. Develop cross-border cooperation 

3. Apply an ecosystem-based approach 

4. Use the best available data and share information 

5. Take into account land-sea interaction 

6. Promote the coexistence of activities 

7. Review plans at least every 10 years 



MSP Directive 
Implementation Support Strategy 

 

 Priorities :  

capacity building 

cross-border cooperation 
 

 Tools: 

a. expert group 

b. assistance mechanism 

c. funding projects 
 



 a. Member States Expert Group on MSP 

 Exchange of best practices and update on transposition/ 
implementation in each MS and at sea-basin scale 

 

 Guidance on technical issues: (WP 2017) 
 Ecosystem-based approach 

 Links between land planning and marine planning 

 Data collection, use of data and identification of knowledge gaps 2016 

 Mechanism for cross-border cooperation  

 Common approach to Third Country involvement 

 Cross-sectorial cooperation 2014/2015/2016 - continued 

 Best practices in monitoring 

 Public participation 

 

 



b. Assistance mechanism:  EU MSP 
Platform 

Technical support for Member States 
 Disseminate practical information and gather best practices in a 

practical way: Website Platform  

 Focal Points for the different Sea-basins to be able to answer 
Member States/NGOs/Industries' questions at short notice. 

Studies (2017) 

 where a gap in knowledge has been identified by the Commission 
and the expert group. (MSP and Blue Growth) 

•Workshops and Conferences 
•  June 2017(WS on Land Sea Interactions) 

•  October 2017 (MSP and Blue Growth) 

•  December 2017 (MSP cross border projects) 

 



c. Cross-border projects (EU) 
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