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Health is ‘a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not 
merely the absence of disease or infirmity’

(WHO 1946)

Environment risks are blamed for about 28 per cent of Africa’s disease burden, 
and this includes diarrhoea, respiratory infections and malaria, which collectively 
account for 60 per cent of known environmental health impacts in the region.

(WHO and UNEP 2010)

The Third Africa Environment Outlook (AEO-3), analyses the importance of and 
interlinkages between health and environment and the opportunities and 
synergies that might be derived from intensified collaboration between the two 
sectors. It uses the Drivers, Pressures, State, Exposure, Effects and Actions 
(DPSEEAA) analytical framework to undertake an integrated analysis of the state 
and trends covering the themes of air quality, biodiversity, chemicals and waste, 
climate change and variability, coastal and marine resources, freshwater and sanitation 
as well as land. It also illustrates how socio-economic driving forces can generate 
environmental pressures, leading to altered ecosystem states, personal exposure 
to risks, and adverse health effects.

AEO-3 also proffers a range of strategies for deflecting untenable business as 
usual behaviours and mindsets towards sustainable ones.
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A complete elaboration of the topics covered in this summary can be found in the Africa Environment Outlook 3 and 
report and in the fully referenced underlying research, analyses and reports. 
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UNEP promotes
environmentally sound practices 

globally and in its own activities. This
publication is printed on 100% recycled paper

using vegetable based inks and other eco-
friendly practices. Our distribution policy aims to

reduce UNEP’s carbon footprint.  
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Assessment process

Consistent with the AEO tradition, consultations 
were made with collaborating centres (CCs) that 
worked closely with stakeholders in the six sub-
regions of Africa (Figure 1) to ensure that relevant 
priorities and concerns were captured during the 
AEO-3 assessment and reporting processes. Besides 
providing relevant data, information and resource 

Purpose

The Africa Environment Outlook (AEO) is a 
tool of the African Ministerial Conference on 
the Environment (AMCEN) for monitoring 
environmental management in Africa. It provides a 
framework for reporting at the national and sub-
regional levels and seeks to enable AMCEN member 
countries to institute environmental management 
policies and programmes for the sustainable future 
of the continent. The AMCEN Secretariat partners 
with the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), through its Regional Office for Africa (ROA) 
and the Division of Early Warning and Assessment 
(DEWA), in producing periodic series of the report. 

The current issue (AEO-3) focuses on the linkages 
between environment and health, largely because 
of the recognition that environmental factors 
contribute about 28 per cent of Africa’s disease 
burden. This disease burden is dominated by 
diarrhoea, respiratory infections and malaria which 
collectively account for 60 per cent of the known 
environmental health impacts in Africa. Accordingly, 
the Ministers of Environment and of Health at their 
2008 joint meeting in Libreville, Gabon selected the 
linkages as the principal focus of joint actions. This 
focus was reemphasized at their 2010 joint meeting 
in Luanda, Angola and selected by the technical 
committee as the theme for AEO-3. It is envisaged 
that this Summary for Policy Makers (SPM) as well as 
the AEO-3 main report will provide information for 
evidence-based decision making and spur AMCEN 

Box 1: Themes of past AEO reports
AEO-1 was launched in Kampala on 4th July 2002 under the theme Past, present and future 

perspectives. It presented:

•	 Assessment of the evolving state of the environment in Africa including trends, and inter-

linkages between natural events and human activities;

•	 Impacts of environmental change on human vulnerability; 

•	 Future scenarios of Africa’s environment with policy options for progress towards 

environmentally sustainable outcomes.

AEO-2 was launched in Brazzaville on 25th May 2006 under the theme Our environment, our 

wealth. It highlighted:

•	 A synthesis of the opportunities provided by Africa’s natural resource base for sustainable 

development and improving livelihoods;

•	 Emerging challenges that required specific policy attention;

•	 Forward looking strategic management of existing environmental assets for development 

which would also signal a departure from preoccupation with recounting losses arising from 

environmental degradation.

member countries into strengthening their capacity 
for policy making and advocacy at the national, 
regional and global levels.

Two earlier reports have been produced under the 
AEO series and the issues discussed are summarized 
in Box 1.

Figure I: Africa sub-regions
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