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This National Assessment Report is the outcome of the stocktakingcarried outin
May to June 2013 by two local consultants, commissioned by the Ministry of Finance and
Economic Development. The stocktakingfocused on the programs and implementation
requirements identified in the BPOA, MSI+5, MDGs and Rio+20in terms of how as well as the
extent to which they have been adopted and implemented by Kiribati. These programs include
but are not limited to the following:

(a) climate change and sea level rise;
(b) natural and environmental disasters;
(c) management of wastes;

(d) coastal and marine resources;

(e) freshwater resources;

(f) land resources;

(g) energy resources;

(h) tourism, biodiversity;

(i) transportation and communication;
(J)  Human Resource Development; and
(k) Health.

The scope of the stocktaking covers the period 2005 to date (or June 2013) and it
pays particular attention to national policies, plans, laws and regulations, and other measures
that have been adopted, influenced, actually developed and implemented by the country in
the spirit of the above mentioned programs. Implementation issues/gaps, emerging
challenges/issues to the sustainable development of Kiribati, national monitoring &
coordination mechanisms for development assistance/programs and Kiribati’'s post 2015
sustainable development priorities were also covered in the assessment.

The stocktakinginvolved desk reviewsand consultations with key stakeholders at the national
level. The desk reviews were based on sector specific reports and national reports on
Sustainable Development. Key documents reviewed include national strategies, action plans
and policy documents from all economic sectors relevance to Sustainable Development and
the UNCSD.As part of the stocktaking, a three day workshop wasalso conducted and was
attended byGovernment ministries’ senior officials and representatives from the UN Joint
Presence officein Kiribati. Desk review findings were also validated by the workshop.

Analysis of the programs’ implementation status Wwased on six progress rating assessment
criteria and the individual programs’ priority awmisor prescribed implementation
requirements.This method is apparently qualitatiug to facilitate the assessment, the
program’s progress rating iscomputed or estimateddibiding the number of completed
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prescribed actions (or implementation requiremebysjhe total number of actions prescribed
for the program and then multiplied by 100 to d®t progress rating in percentage. Fuller
details of these progress rating assessment ariteprovided in annex2.

The report structure follows the UN CooperatiorKiribati standard structure with seven main
sectionsSectiorzhas two parts: (a) the first part presents thentrgucontext in terms of its
geographical characteristics, population and deapdgy, political and economic situations;
whilst (b) the second part presents the global rarog and national framework for sustainable
developmentSection 3presents Kiribati’'s progress in connection witke tmplementation of
the Global Sustainable Development Programs, imufubational Monitoring & Coordination
Mechanisms for Overseas Development AssistancaidrmgSection fpresents the Emerging
Challenges/Issues to sustainable development wBd#stion Hresents Kiribati's post-2015
Sustainable Development Priorities. The report’'sn€dgsion and Recommendations are
covered undeBection 6 and Section reéspectively.

25qck9round

(a) Country Context

Geographical Characteristics: Kiribati is a remote Pacific nation made up of 33 low-lying atolls
widely dispersed (21 inhabited). These islands are scattered over a total land area of only 811
sq km, but spread over 3.5 million sq km. With a maximum height of 3 to 4 meters above sea
level, the island atolls are highly vulnerable to the potential impacts of rising sea level. This is
compounded by its remoteness, scarcity of fresh water, limited vegetation, costly and difficult
transport and communications. Fortunately, Kiribati generally escapes the major climate
change-related threat of cyclones due to its specific geographic location that spans the
equatorial belt. The average mean temperature is 29 degrees centigrade and rainfall varies
from 1,000 millimeters per year in the South to 3,000 millimeters per year in the northern
group. Significantly Kiribati suffers coastal erosion and lack of fresh water (DRMP, 2012).

Population and Demography: Kiribati population was estimated at 103,058 in 2010 with a
marginal annual growth rate of 2.2% and urban growth rate of 4.4%, with life expectancy at
birth 63.2 years, and under five mortality at 49 deaths per 1000 live births, a crude birth rate
of 31.1 and a crude death rate of 7.8 per 1,000 population. Infant mortality rate (per 1,000 live
births) in the same year was calculated at 45. The latest National Census (2010) indicates that
36% of the total population was under 15 years, 79% fell between 15 and 59 years and the
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