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FOREWORD BY THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT OF IRAQ

As a commitment to meet its obligations to the Convention on Biological
Diversity, Iraq has issued the - First for Iraq - (namely the Fourth) Iraqi
National Report on Biodiversity back in 2010. Since then, attention was
directed towards a presumably more updated, informative and timely
publication of the upcoming Fifth National Report on Biodiversity.

For this, the Ministry of Environment was geared up and determined to
abide by the timeline set by the CBD secretariat and has mobilized all
resources needed for the assignment. Nevertheless, the task wasn't easy
at all and encountered several practical obstacles, and it was a race

against time for collecting vast and wide array of updates of
information, new scientific data, additions and records.

The composition of the task team was a recipe for success. Its efficient, well organized and professional work
was evident ever since it's set up in 2012. During the entire period of its preparation, the progress of the Fifth
National Report was monitored by resilient timetable that coped with unforeseen difficulties; utilize scattered
data to make sound conclusions, and the whereabouts of missing pieces of information.

A consolidated report such as the Fifth National Report on Biodiversity in Irag demanded not only excellent
planning and fair assuming of roles by the team, but also the effective and efficient participatory contribution
of tangible spectrum of the society. To achieve desired goals, rehabilitation of the legislative, institutional and
financial environment was also equally needed. During the past decade, the Ministry of Environment
vigorously motivated the issuance of numerous decisions, directives, and laws that all served promotion of
environmental issues in Irag. Of course, this directly contributed to that works such as the present report
come to light in time and in excellent format.

Many events and scientific meetings and workshops, both local and regional, had to be organized prior to the
publication of the present report. Most of these activities were timed and directed by close consultation with
the global and regional institutions that have provided help and guidance for the process.

The ministry of Environment extends sincere thanks and gratitude to all those parties, institutes and
individuals, who closely monitored this output, or have rendered knowhow, assets or information to make this
fine product available to decision makers, academics and all stakeholders.

Engineer Sargon Lazar Slewa,
The Minister of Environment
April 2014
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PREFACE BY THE TECHNICAL ADVISOR OF MOEI - CBD NATIONAL FOCAL POINT

When the ministerial order to set up a team for writing up the Fifth National
Report on Biodiversity was issued in 2012, planning and regular meetings
were immediately held to realize the actual challenge of the mission. Wisely
composed, the team coordinated works and roles so that the fifth report
comes out as an additive contribution, not just a repetitive volume. These
visions, however correct, but needed the search for, and concentrate on,
new, concise and precise information.

One can only be proud of the task team which was up to expectation and
who throughout the preparation period inspired a one unit and one task conductance which lead to the
present volume comes to reality.

In the course of work towards this task, several activities had to be organized and designed to absorb views,
assess capacities and assign missions to officials and stakeholders of various ranks. These activities were
mostly in the form of National and Regional workshops held in the capital Baghdad, and further a field in the
autonomous Kurdistan and South provinces.

The rich content and most up-to-date information on biodiversity which can be possibly collected in the given
space of time makes the Fifth National Report represents not only a source of reliable information on the
status and needs to promote biodiversity issues in Irag, but also a guideline, in particular, for decision makers,
local governments, stakeholders, and researchers across Iraq.

In general, the report dealt with all information on eco-region bases. It is logically divided into what the CBD
advised that parts are to deal with providing answers and stimulate discussions on major issues of biodiversity
in Irag. The first part gives an update on biodiversity status, trends, and threats and implications for human
well-being. While the second part dealt with aspects of the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
(NBSAP), its implementation, and the mainstreaming of biodiversity. The later and third part assessed the
progress towards the 2020 Aichi Biodiversity Targets and contributions to the relevant 2015 Targets of the
Millennium Development Goals. However, these major parts were further subdivided into specialized sections
exhibiting variety of pictorial and numerical data.

The Ministry of Environment and the scientific community in Iraq, in general, eagerly await the official release
of the Fifth National Report on Biodiversity for its paramount importance as major contribution to the issue of
Biodiversity for Iraq and the world.

Project Manager,
Dr. Ali Al-Lami - MoE Technical Advisor,
April 2014
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