
In 2013, the World Bank adopted two new goals to guide its work: ending extreme poverty 
and boosting shared prosperity. This World Bank Policy Research Report lays out the 
conceptual underpinnings of the goals, assesses what reaching the goals will take, and 

reviews what empirical monitoring of the goals will require. The report makes it clear that 
achieving the goals will require concerted action and transformational policies that go well 
beyond current practices. The report also provides a detailed and comprehensive account 
of the data and processes needed to measure global poverty and shared prosperity. 

“ Scrupulous in exposing the fault lines in the World Bank’s twin goals of absolute poverty 
elimination by 2030 and shared prosperity getting there. Honest and clearheaded about 
huge uncertainty attending the poverty elimination goal. Required reading for serious 
students of development, whether they like these particular goals or not.”

—NANCY BIRDSALL, President, Center for Global Development, Washington, D.C.

“ This high-quality report o� ers careful measurement and rigorous analysis of the current 
patterns of the twin goals. This is a fi rst and crucial step to provide the right incentives to 
the World Bank and the development community to support action to achieve these goals.”
— STEFAN DERCON, Chief Economist, U.K. Department for International Development 

and Professor of Development Economics, University of Oxford

“ Goals are empty if progress toward meeting them cannot be measured in a consistent 
and credible way. The World Bank’s two new goals of global poverty reduction and shared 
prosperity bring measurement issues to the fore. By getting into the nitty-gritty of what 
is required of the data—especially household surveys and price and population data—this 
report will inform both practitioners and policy makers, and help strengthen capacity for 
poverty analysis.”
—JOHN GIBSON, Professor of Economics, University of Waikato, New Zealand

“ This excellent report takes seriously the conceptual and empirical issues in measuring and 
monitoring the World Bank’s new twin goals of eliminating extreme poverty and boosting 
shared prosperity. I particularly liked the authors’ openness and candor in taking on board 
not just the strengths of the twin goals, but their challenges as well, and the emphasis on 
improving the data infrastructure if the goals are to be monitored in order to hold countries 
and the World Bank accountable. This report will be an invaluable resource to policy analysts, 
to researchers, and to students of development with an interest in poverty and inequality.”
— RAVI KANBUR, T. H. Lee Professor of World A� airs, International Professor of Applied 

Economics, Professor of Economics, Cornell University
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