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e Make our cities livable and greener

e UNEP organized in Oman workshops on Good
Practices in Refrigeration and Air-Conditioning

e \Working together to protect biodiversity and combat
desertification in the Arab region

e UNIC -Cairo launches UNEP report on biodiversity
GBO4
e Dubai hosted Symposium on Alternative Refrigerants

for High-Ambient Countries

eElaboration of options for enhanced Cooperation and
synergies among biodiversity-related Multilateral
Environmental Agreements

e Elaboration of options for enhanced
Cooperation and synergies among biodiversity-related
Multilateral Environmental

e Main Meeting of West Asia Ozone Depleting
Substances (ODS) Officers Network discuss post 2015
plan
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The “Eco Cities of the Mediterranean” is an initiative of the
Ministry of Environment of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan. It held its biennial Forum and Expo in October, 2014
at the Dead Sea in Jordan, with the aim of creating a
momentum in addressing challenges such as sustainable
energy, integrated water resource management and solid
waste, while promoting green building principles, economic
growth and employment, particularly for youth.

Organized by the Jordan Green Building Council under the
leadership of the Jordanian Ministry of Environment and in
partnership with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, Greater
Amman Municipality, UNIDO and UNEP, the forum
offered a platform for Mediterranean cities, business,
government and civil society leaders to discuss best
practices and exchange ideas about the new technologies,
smart policies, and strategies that involve public and private
sector stakeholders in the creative programs relating to green
economy in major cities.

The participants illustrated the urgent environmental
challenges faced by the region in general and cities in
particular. UNEP Regional Representative for West Asia,
Mr. lyad Abumoghli, said studies have demonstrated that
eighty percent of natural energy resources will be used in
cities. Experts from all areas including business strategy and
planning, policy development and environment must seek
synergies with the Sustainable Development Goals at the
city level, not only to provide guidance and direction, but to
act as an accountability framework to monitor the
achievement of these goals at the local, national and global
levels. He said.
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UNEP organized in Oman workshops on
Good Practices in Refrigeration and Air-
Conditioning

Jointly organized by the Compliance Assistance
Programme in the Regional Office of the United
Nations Programme for the Environment in West Asia
(CAP/UNEP/ROWA) and the National Ozone Unit in
the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs and
the Omani Vocational Standards and Testing Centre
under the Ministry of Manpower in the Sultanate of
Oman, the train the trainers workshop on good
practices in refrigeration and air conditioning, and the
training workshop on the development and
enforcement of certification systems of RAC
technicians have been conducted and hosted during
the period September 7 to 11, 2014 under the
patronage of the Ministry of Manpower at Al Seeb
center for technical training in Muscat. While in
parallel, the Ministry of Environment and Climate
Affairs hosted the regional workshop for regional
experts involved in the development and
implementation of certification systems for the
refrigeration and air conditioning technicians.

The workshop was organized at the ministry's
premises during the period September 8 to 9 as part of
the current work plan for the implementation of the
approved HPMP projects and other regional activities
directed to the refrigeration and air conditioning
servicing with the aim to exchange experiences
available in the region and to launch a consultation
process with relevant stakeholders to develop and
enforce certification systems for RAC technicians,
especially in the review of vocational standards and
training practices related to the refrigeration and air
conditioning servicing sector in order to make sure it
comply with the latest trends in the sector, especially
with regard to the introduction of a new generation of
refrigerants, which either be flammable, or working
under hiah pressure or have other health effects.
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The main objectives of the workshop were to
exchange ideas and experiences in the region
about the most effective ways to develop and
adopt national systems for certification of
technicians working in the refrigeration and air
conditioning sector, as well as building the
capacity of trainers by developing their skills on
the use of appropriate assessment tools based on
the applicable vocational standards in the
Sultanate of Oman, in order to ensure the quality
and credibility of the assessment process for
certifying technicians as a prerequisite to allow
them to practice the profession and enter the
servicing sector.

The experts participating in the regional
workshop and through the organization of several
working sessions, interactive discussion and
review of the draft framework of the proposed
certification system, and the ensuing discussion
and exchange of ideas on the necessary resources
and the roles that need to be played by each
stakeholder concerned in the implementation of
the various components of a credible certification
system, The workshop concluded with several
important recommendations and key messages
that aimed to explore the possibilities of
developing/ enhancing a regional mechanism for
regular exchange of information between
concerned stakeholders and experts in the region
on technical issues, alternatives and market
developments related to RAC servicing sector
certification as well as the different approaches
for sound assessments.
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Working together to protect biodiversity and
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combat desertification in the Arab region

The 14th meeting of the Arab Working Group on
MEAs was convened by the Secretariat of the Arab
League from 14-16 September 2014. The aim of the
meeting was to review implementation of
Biodiversity and combating Desertification MEAS
in the Arab region.

The meeting provided an opportunity for the
interaction and cooperation between biodiversity
focal points, regional and international
organizations, academic institutes and NGOs to
strengthen coordination and partnerships in the
fields of biodiversity conservation and combating
desertification.

UNEP/ROWA participated by reporting on its
programmes about Aichi targets progress to
promote the implementation of Biodiversity MEAs
by providing technical assistance and capacity
building to member states in an integrated and
coherent manner. ROWA organized a preparatory
session for CBD COP 12 to be held in Pyongchang,
Korea and CMS COP 11 6-18, October and Omto
Ecuador 4-9 November 2014.
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The meeting was attended by 7 countries, Egypt,
Sudan, Jordan, Yemen, and Bahrain, UAE and
Saudi Arabia and regional organizations:
AOAD, ACSAD, Desert Research Center,
PERSEGA, IUCN, FAO, CEDARE, ICESCO,
UNESCO, Arab Wildlife UNION and IFAW.

The focal point for Egypt delivered a
presentation on the key topics during the CBD
COP12 for common Arab country positions.

The UAE representative delivered a presentation
on the achievements of UAE in the field of
conservation of biodiversity and the declaration
of wetland protected areas under the Ramsar
Convention; UAE announced signing the three
protocols under the Convention on Biological
Diversity, Biosafety, Access and Benefit sharing
and Liability and redress. The Kuwait focal
point also provided a presentation on the
implementation of CITES treaty in West Asia.

As for the ITPGRFA represented by AOAD, a
draft law is ready to be shared with countries on
the protection of genetic resources. Finally
ACSAD provided a presentation on the
implementation of UNCCD to Combat
Desertification.

Saudi Arabia represented the implementation of
the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS).
Recommendations were raised concerning the
implementation of training workshops on
various topics, and the need to cooperate
between organizations, on resources
mobilization for its implementation. Finally the
meeting discussed the importance of finding a
mechanism to activate the participation of Arab
countries in future meetings.
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Global Biodiversity
Outhook 4

UNIC -Cairo
launches UNEP
report on
biodiversity
GBO4

The United Nations Information Center in Cairo, in
collaboration with the UNEP’s West Asia office organized the
media launch of Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO) 4, the
flagship publication of the Convention on Biological
Diversity.

Media persons representing both print and electronic media
participated in the launch which was addressed by Dr. Mostafa
Fouda, Minister Advisor of Biodiversity & CBD National
Focal Point.

Introducing the publication, UNIC Cairo Director Khawla
Mattar, drew attention to the importance of the global
Biodiversity Outlook 4 in demonstrating that with concerted
efforts, we could achieve the biodiversity goals and targets in
order to eliminate poverty, improve human health and provide
energy, food, and clean water for all, especially in light of the
economy and security situation and challenges that our region
IS witnessing.

Representing UNEP, Dr. Mostafa Fouda highlighted salient
points from the report. He said: GBO4 is a scientific report
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https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 16234
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http://www.cbd.int/gbo4/
http://www.cbd.int/gbo4/

