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Africa is endowed with dramatic landscapes.  The most vivid are its vast plains teaming with wildlife, 
but rising above them in stark contrast are its impressive mountains. From the iconic snow-capped 
Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa’s highest point, to the massive blocks of highlands that define the vast East 
African Rift Valley, to the unique Atlas Mountains in northern part of the continent, Africa’s mountains 
represent a variety of ecosystems.  Admired and protected for their wild character and beautiful 
scenery, these mountains are also vital to at least 10 per cent of Africa’s 1.1 billion people because of 
the ecosystem goods and services they provide. The Africa Mountains Atlas uses over 50 compelling 
satellite images, maps and descriptive text to describe the changes these mountain ecosystems have 
undergone or are currently experiencing. 

 

The mountains of Africa provide water and food, rich biodiversity, recreational areas and serve as 
important centres of cultural integrity and heritage.  However, Africa faces growing challenges in 
ensuring the sustainable development of her mountain areas, such as poverty and climate change 
and addressing the feat of transboundary co-operation.  Through use and integration of local and 
indigenous knowledge, supporting green investments and addressing the multidimensional nature of 
poverty and food security, these challenges can be surmounted.  The Africa Mountains Atlas defines 
these challenges and presents the associated opportunities that can be seized to prevent unsustainable 
development of Africa’s mountain ecosystems.
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