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Foreword

Feeding the growing world population
will require an estimated 70 - 100%
increase in food production, but
agricultural activities are degrading
ecosystems — and the benefits

they provide for people - faster

now than ever before. There is an
urgent need for better data and risk
management approaches to guide
sustainable agricultural intensification
and ensure healthy and resilient
livelihoods and ecosystems.

Launched in 2012 with a US$10 million
grant from the Bill & Melinda

Gates Foundation to Conservation
International, the Vital Signs
monitoring system is co-led by
Conservation International, the Council
for Scientific and Industrial Research
in South Africa and the Earth Institute,
Columbia University. Vital Signs
addresses the need for open access
data and for consistent, quantitative,
multi-scale, co-located metrics on
agriculture, ecosystem services and

human well-being. A key objective

is to provide a small set of relevant,
scientifically valid indicators to assess
and manage risk and to support policy.

Tanzania developed the pilot project
for Vital Signs - Vital Signs Tanzania
is a partnership with the Tanzania
Forest Conservation Group and with
the National Bureau of Statistics.
Vital Signs field teams collect data
on agricultural management and
productivity, ecosystems and human
well-being. Field data are integrated
with data from satellites and are
analysed to provide diagnostic tools
for leaders in Africa and the world.

This book, together with an online
atlas, with downloadable data
(www.vitalsignstanzania.org/atlas),
provides a baseline of available
environmental, demographic and
agricultural information for Tanzania,
including the Southern Agricultural
Growth Corridor (SAGCOT).

Sandy Andelman PhD, Cheryl Palm PhD & Bob Scholes PhD

Vital Signs Technical Council

A note on sources: Brief notes on the sources of data are provided on each double-
page spread. These should be read in conjunction with the Endnotes which give full
details of all sources, together with citations and additional useful information.

DEMOGRAPHY
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
AGRICULTURE

ENDNOTES
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The Southern Agricultural Growth

Corridor

The Southern Agricultural Growth
Corridor of Tanzania (SAGCOT) is a
multi-stakeholder partnership, including
the Government of Tanzania, farmers,
and the private sector. Launched in
2010, SAGCOT aims to attract some
US$3 billion of investment which will
promote food security, reduce poverty,
stimulate economic growth in the
Corridor and develop Tanzania into a
major exporter of food. Investments are
expected from international and local
businesses, international development
partners and the Tanzanian government.

The Corridor covers about 300,000 square
kilometres, or close to one third of the
country, and stretches between the Indian
Ocean and the borders of Malawi, Zambia
and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Major centres in the Corridor include Dar
es Salaam, Morogoro, Iringa, Mbeya and
Sumbawanga. The TanZam railway and
main road between Dar es Salaam and
the Zambian border are major assets

to facilitate economic development,
especially to transport food exports.

In addition to intensive commercial
enterprises, small-scale farmers and the
rural poor will be major beneficiaries of
SAGCOT which aims to develop 350,000
hectares into productive farmland. Annual
farming revenues are expected to increase
by US$1.2 billion. It is also hoped that the
livelihoods of some two million people

L sageoT
1 Development cluster
—— Main road
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in about 450,000 farming households

will be improved and enriched. SAGCOT
recognises the value of environmental
conservation and natural resource
management as critical to the Corridor's
long-term economic development.
Contributions made by Vital Signs are thus
important for the success of SAGCOT.

SAGCOT activities and investments will be
largely concentrated in six development
clusters across the Corridor, which

are described in the pages ahead.




Sumbawanga Cluster
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Sumbawanga Cluster straddles the
highlands that lie between Lake Rukwa
in the east and Lake Tanganyika to

the west. The only major commercial
centre is the town of Sumbawanga, and
most people in the area live in rural
areas where they farm, predominantly
with maize, sorghum and various
legumes. Much of the cluster has

soils that are well suited to crops (see
page 28), and so large areas have

been cleared of natural vegetation.

Annual rainfall is usually between
900 and 1,000 millimetres, and falls
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