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Foreword

Trade: The engine powering the 2030 Agenda

Since the creation of the World Trade Organization in 1995, the complex relationship between trade
and the environment has atfracted growing international attention. Two decades later, the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development and the Paris Climate Agreement re-emphasized the key role of frade and
investment in accelerating the transition to an inclusive green economy. It's now clear to us all that trade must
drive, not threaten, sustainability.

This synthesis report summarizes lessons from the UNEP Green Economy and Trade Opportunities Project,
which identified, assessed and harnessed frade opportunities arising from the fransition to a green economy.
The authors combine international research with case studies from around the world - describing sustainability
standards for farming in Chile, organic agriculture in South Africa, biotrade in Peru, solar energy in Ghana
and fisheries in Viet Nam. The case sfudies reveal how frade can drive susfainable development, promote
social inclusion and reduce poverty. They also highlight a range of opportunities, from sustainable agriculture
and value chains for native biodiversity, to enhanced solar energy production for export and improved
infernational certification in aquaculture.

This synthesis is based on the Green Economy and Trade — Trends, Challenges and Opporiunities Report,
and the subsequent national dialogues, research and advisory work. It is meant to support the work of
UNEP’s Environment and Trade Hub, a demand-driven initiative that provides countries around the world with
capacity building and policy advice on sustainable trade and investment.

| would like to thank the European Commission for ifs generous support and the many experts, pariners
and stakeholders who made both this report and the overall project possible. It is our hope that the lessons
presented here will inspire public and private decision-makers around the world to promote new trade
opportunities that drive the transition towards an inclusive green economy. In this time of change, we must
all remember that international frade can be a powerful force for good - for both people and the planet.

%(—-\ g(é-»x
Achim Steiner

UN Under-Secretary-General
UNEP Executive Director
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