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1

The Regional Seas Programme was established
by the United Nations Environment Programme
(UN Environment) in 1974. From its initial
mandate to reduce pollution, the Regional
Seas Programme has evolved over the last
four regular monitoring
and assessment, land-based and sea-based
sources of pollution, Specially Protected Areas
and biodiversity, oil spill contingency/recovery
plans, coastal habitat management, Integrated
Coastal Zone Management, marine litter, and
institutional frameworks. Currently,
the UN Environment Regional Seas Programme
coordinates 18 regions, with more than 146
participating countries; of these, 14 Regional Seas
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INTRODUCTION

Baltic Sea and North-East Atlantic Regions are
also members of the Regional Seas Programme
and participate in a global exchange of lessons
and information.

The Regional Seas programmes also work with
other regional organizations on ocean-related
issues. Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs) - groups
of states or organizations that are parties to an
international fishery arrangement - work together
towards the conservation and management of fish
stocks. RFBs can play a critical role in promoting
long-term sustainable fisheries, where international
cooperation is required for conservation and
management. Many regional or

subregional




