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Summary

Over the past decades, countries have negotiated and agreed to be bound by a
number of biodiversity-related conventions and other multilateral environmental
agreements. These efforts have put in place a comprehensive governance regime
addressing the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem
services. However, as the number of obligations under such legal instruments has
grown, so have concerns about how to implement them effectively and coherently,
ensuring all relevant sectors consider the relevance of their actions to conservation
and sustainable use. As a result, significant efforts have already been made to
improve alignment among the biodiversity-related conventions, and to identify and
build on opportunities for collaboration, cooperation, and coordination as well as
promote mainstreaming of biodiversity across agencies and sectors.

Article 6a of the Convention on Biological Diversity calls for countries to develop
National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans, while Article éb calls for
mainstreaming biodiversity across sectors and agencies at national levels. The
Strategies and Action Plans are many times considered key entry points for
supporting actions related to mainstreaming and synergies. Currently there is
significant focus on promoting synergies among the conventions and effective
mainstreaming of biodiversity at various levels supported by the decisions of
Governing Bodies of various biodiversity related conventions.

The Second meeting of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 2] in May
2016 resolved to further support work on enhancing synergies and mainstreaming
issues through resolution 2/17.

This multi-author volume is an attempt by the United Nations Environment to \
engage with the Heads of various biodiversity related conventions and Chairs of

Scientific Bodies of the conventions to understand the opportunities and challen

related to promoting synergies and mainstreaming issues.

We envisage that this publication will provide further guidance to promoting issues

of synergies and mainstreaming from the perspective of individual conventions
that have contributed to this volume at various levels and guide our actions into the
future. N
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