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PREF ACE

The Regional Saas Programme wes initiated by UNEP in 1974,  Since then the
Loverning Loumcil of UNER has repeatedly sndorsed = regional approach to the cantrel
of mar-na pollutien and the mensgement of marine and ccastal resgurcez snd hax
requested the deveiopment of regionsl action plans.

The Aegional Sees Programme at present includes ten regions 1/ and has over 120
cosstal States participating in it. It is concetived z2g an action-oriented programme
having cencern mat only for the consegquences but also for the causes of
ervirormental degracatian and  encompassing a comprenensive approach to combating
ewironmental problems through the management af marine and cozstal areas. Each
regional sction plan is formuiaten geeording to the needs of the regicr a8 serceived
by the Governments concerped. It is desigred to link asssssment af the quality of
the marine enviromment and the causes of ite detaripration wikh activities for the
management and development of the marine ang coastal snvirarment. The action plens
promgte the narallel development af regional lagal agreements and of action-oriented
programme activities.

Decigian 8/12(C) af the eighth session of the Governing Council of UNEF called
for the davalopment of an action plan for the protection end development of the
maring and ecnastal envirorment of the East &Frican region. As a first activity inm
the region, WMEF  ergamized in  Gotober  and  MNovember 1981 & joint
LWEPAUNAINIDO FAD/UNESZD A WHE,/ TMCO,/ TUCK exploTatory mission which visited the eight
States of the region 2/ in order tao: :

- assass aach Skazte's interest in participating in a future regionel programme:

- cansult with GCaverrments with @ view to identifying activities that may usefully
be included as part of a comprehensive action plan;

- meke a preliminary assesement of the environmeectal problems in the region,
including  Ehe problems related to the envirenmentally sound management of marine
and coastal natural resocurces and  sctivitias influemcing the quality of the
marine ang cosstal envirorment:

- collect sveilable scientific data and imformation pertaining to the development
and implementation of the action plan plarned far the regian; and

- ldentify natignal institutioms that ma Yy pﬁrticipat& in implementing an actian
plan gnee it is adoptac,

1/ Mediterranean, Kuwait Aciicn Plan Region, West and Central Africs, Wider
aribbean, Fest  Asian Sess, South-East Pacifie, South-West Papific, Red
Ses anc Gulf of Ader, East Africe snd South-West 4tlancic.
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The fingings of the mission were used to prepare tne following six  cectorial
rennarts:

- UN/UNESCO/UNEP: Marine and Cosstal Aree Development in the E=st African Region.
LUME? Regiongl Seas Reports and Studies No. 6. UMEP 1982;

- UNIDQ/UNEP: Indusirial Sgurces of Marine and Coestal Pollution {n the East
African Fegion. UNMEP Regiomal Seas Reporte and Studies No. 7. UNEP 1562;

- FAQAUNEF: Marine Pollution in the East African Region. LUNEP Hegiunél Seas
Reports =nd Studies Np. 8. UNEF 1982;

- WHOAUNEP: Public Health Problems in the Cosstsl Zone of the East Africss Region.
ME? Regicnal Seas Reports and Studies Mo. %, UNEP 1982

-~ IMOAUMEP: 0il Poilution Cortrol in the East African Region. INEP Regianal Seas
Reports snd Studies No. 10. LNEP 198Z; and

- IUCN/UNER: Conservatisn of Coastsl amd Marine Ecosystems and Living Resources of
the Ezst African Region. UNEF Regionsl Sspe Reports snd Studies Mo. 11. INEP
1982,

Tme six sectorizl reports prepersd o0 the Basis of the mission's findings wars
usad by the UNEF secretariat in preparing a summary overview enmtitled:

- UWEP: Environmental Problems of the East African Reglon. UNEP Regieral Seas
Reports and Studies No. 12. UNEP 1982,

.Tre overview and the six sectorial reporss wers used as the maln waTking
document and information documents for bBhe UNEP War<shop on the Protection and
Development of the East African Region {Mahé, Seychelles, 27 - 30 September 1982}
attended by experts designated by the Covermments of the Zast African cegion.

The Workahop:
= reviewed the environmentzl problems of the Tegion;

- endorsed & draft action plan For the protaction and development of the marine and
coastal enviromment of the Fast Afriecsn reqiong

- defined a priority programme of activities to be developed within the Frameworx
of the dreft action plamy and

- recommended that the draft action plan, togsther with a draft ragiunal conveantion
for the protection and devalopment af the marine and coastal environment of the
€ast Africsm region end protocole concerning - (@) co-operation in combsting
pollstion in pases of emergency, and [b) spegially protected areas and endangered
species, be submitted to & conference of alenipotentiaries of the Govermmemts of
the region with & view ko their adoption [UNEP/WG.77/4). The conference ia to be
convened by UMEF in early 19B4.
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INTROCUCTION

1. This repcrt examines the status of compervation of ecosystems and associated
living resources occutring in the ceastsl and marine emvironment of the Tast African
region. The geographica. location of this region is shown in Figure 1,

2. Tne scope of the report comprises:

tay Classification and survey of ccestal and marine eecosystems and  living
TESOUrcCes,

{p) Assessment of sconomic velue af resgurces:
- present use
- proposed development

(e} Ildentification of eriticsl -oastal and marine species and haditats and of
envirommental threats;

‘d) Mational policies, lecislation and training relsvant te conzervation including
legizlation;

fe) Lomelusions and recommendstions.

3. The diversity of plant and animal life is ap easentlal storshouse of genekic
material for meeting human reeds of the reqionm. This alone nighlights how important
and urgent it is that development be shaped in such a way 86 to protect living
rezources  For long=tem  productivity. Suscaingkle economic growth skhould the
inter-rzlated with Che conservation of life-support svatems on which the people
depend 1in thelr guest for food, heelth, fuel and shelter. Any deteriorating
relationship between humar communities and the ecological processes that sustain
them may lead to an aggravstion af the present situation.

4. The diverszity of living resourees of the eosstal and marine ecosystems
requires an inteqrated approach to management. This i=s sven more complex aiong Ehe
coastal zome tham in the mamagemsnt of marine living resources. ' For example, the
coastal zone is likely to include the interssts of: rural ane urban development,
agriculture, frcrestry, wildlife amd land-based tourism, industrial development,
etc., while the manzgement of Marine resources is, in mocst cases, wnder the
department of figheries and, very iscally, the natienal parks departments and the
harbour authorities.

- Moat of the informatisn eamtained in thiz  dowument  was  provided by  bhie
goverrment agenciss most directly eherged with the manegement end conservation of
forestry and fisheries resocrees and  wheres possible, resesrch  institutes/centres
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