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FREFACE

The Regional %Seas Programme was initiated by UNEF 1in 1974, Sdpee  then the
Governing Cauncil of UMEF hes repeatedly ondorsed & reglone]l eppeoech Lo the contrel
of marine pollution and the mansgoment  of marine and cosstsl respurcew snd hes
requested the development of regipnal action plans.

The Regionel Seas Programme at present includes ten regions 1/ and hea oyver 120
vunalel Sleles participaling in ik. Tt is conceived a8 on sction-oriented programme
having wooncern noft only for the consequencea but alao for ibe causes oF
ermvironmental deqradation and encompassing =2 comprehensive spproach to combating
ervironmental problems through the management of marine and coastsl ereas. Each
cegionsl sction plan & Formilated sccording to the needs of the region as perceived
by the Governments concerned. It ie designed to 1ink sssessment of the gualiby of
the marine environment and the causes ofF its deterigration with activitles Fer the
management and dewvelopment of the marine znd coazstal environment. The action plans
promoke the parellel development of regional legal agreements and of action-oriented
progremma sclivilies,

baciglon &/13(C) of the eighth session of the Governing Council of UNEF celled
for the develppment of on action plan for the protection end development ef the
marine snd coastsl environment of the Esst African region. #s a first oeotiviky in
the region, UNEP orgemized din fOotober and  Movember 1581 &  joinkt
UNEP /UN/UNIDG/FAD/UNESCO/ W0/ IHCG/ IECN explorstory missich vhich visited the eight
Stetes of the reglen 27 in order to:

- assess pach State’s interest in perticipeating in e Future regiorel progrsmme;

- consult with Governments with a view to identifying activities that may u=efully
bz included e part of a comprehersive action planjg

- meke A preliminery ssgsesement of the envirormmental problems in the rtegion,
including the probleme related to the environmentally sound manegement aof marine
and coastal natural resources and activitiss inflwencing the quality of the
merine end coastal environments

— wlle:k ayailable ecientific dete and inFoarmation pertalnimg tn bhe development
and implementaticn of the acticn plan planned for the region; and

= identify nabionsl instituiicre theb mey participale in implementing an action
plan anca it 1s adopted. '

e

Mediterranean, Kuwaiif Action Plen Regien, West end Centrel Africa, Wider
Carihbean, Eest . Asian 5eas, South-Emst Pacifie, South-West Pacific, Bed
Sea snd Gulf of Aden, East Africa esnd South-West Atlantic.

%/  Comacos, Kén‘:.*a, Madegascer, Mauritlue, Mozsmbique, Seychelles, Somalie, amd
United Republic of Tanzania.
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INTRODICTION

1. The United Ngtions Conference om the Humen Environment {Stockhelm 19723
adopted, inter elia, the princlple thet "the merine anyironment end all the living
arqanisms which it supports ere of vital importance to bumanity" and recognired that
voroper menagement is reguired and messures to prevent and contral marine pollution
must be regerded = an essential element in this mansgement™. Furthermors, the
Confersice recomaended thet Governments teke esrly sction to adopt Peffective
noticnal measures For the contral of all signifiesnt sources of merine pollution,
including lsnd-based saurcss, and concert and ¢o—ordinate thelr actions regionally
and whers appropriate on a wider internstionel basis" (recommendetien 92).

2. The subsequent mestings of the UNEP Governing Council repeatedly endorsed the
regionnl approsch to the contrwl of marine pellution and reguested the development
of regional action plane for the parts of the ocean where such plans do not  yet
axiset. Consequenlly, in 1974 the Reginnal Seas Programme of UNEF wes initieted.

3. The oversll etategy to be Followed in the development of regionel ecklon plans
was defined by UNEP's Governing Council as:

- promotion of integnational and regianal conventions, guidelines and actions for
the ocontrol of marine pollution and for the pretection and menegement of aguatle
TEEOLUPCES]

- assesament of the stats of marine pollution, of the sources and trende of this
peliution, and of the impact of the pollution on bhunan hzalth, marime ecnsystems
and amanities;

- py—ordination of tne efforts with regerd to the snvirormentsl msspects of the
protection, development and management of marine end coastal resqurcesy

- support for education end training efforts to make possible tha  full
participation of developing countries 1in  the protection, development and
menagement of marlne and comstal resources.

4. Since esch regional progrenms is aimed st benefiting the States of that
region, Goverrments are involved fron the very beginnlng in the foomulaklon of the
sction plan. AFter acceptance, the implementation of the progremme is carried aut,
undar the overall suthority of the Bovernmemta coneerned, by natlonal institutions
nominated by their Governments.

a. Aithough the Regionsl Ssaa  Programme  ie implemented predominantly by
Eoverrment—naminated inetitutions, speclelized United Netione bodies, es well as the
relevant internatiornal and regionel organizetions, contribute to its formulak ion and
may provide assiatance io these nationel institutions. UNEP acte s en aoversll
co—ordinator for the development and implementation of regional action plans
glthough, in =some ceses, thiz rols ie limited te the initial phass of the
actiyvities. I the framework of UNEP & Reglonal Seas Programme Activity Centre han
been esteblished [1977) to eo-crdinate the efforts of those involved in the Regionel
Seas Frograsme. Finencial support to the regional programmes is initielly provided
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Figure 1 :

The Eest AFrican reglon




ol xr MFE =0 o
m 1
Wemmrerees (AR B knole \/L_r;fk:‘{'—-—
Iy Ineilcurmed I Cigaiet. INDIAN NE
The consancy of = clrmenc MONSDON
R Bty Sl CURRENT . |t
N P -
um
S «\
In = e o e deis
it T [Paly s od Uy
| Inc it thiure:
—_————
™ /.‘ Lo
\":—
EAST AFRICAN “"-—)-u-""'r
COAST CUARERT
KT / brge
) SaUTH
EAUATORIAL
NUHHEHT
F
"R.._‘\
. N —lx
-f& z
(.
i L / P
I o
S {eﬂ’#r -
- —_—— -
B
Fa -
| ?
_ =7 SOUTHERNOCEAN CURRENT -
5
)
- -
~
e
~F e
-
LM = L
aog a Ll Lo L

Figure 2{b) :

Vector-mean currents for January
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