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Maritime zones, boundaries and ocean areasMaritime zones, boundaries and ocean areas

deep waters (>200m) :deep waters (>200m) : 8585--90%90%
shallow waters (<200m) :shallow waters (<200m) : 1010--15%15%

within national jurisdictionwithin national jurisdiction

High SeasHigh Seas

Area
Area

beyond national jurisdictionbeyond national jurisdiction

approx. 1/3approx. 1/3 approx. 2/3approx. 2/3Size:Size:

Depth:Depth: nearlynearly
all deep waterall deep water

The oceans have been divided by UNCLOS The oceans have been divided by UNCLOS ……
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……64% lies beyond national jurisdiction 64% lies beyond national jurisdiction ……....
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Panorama of the North Atlantic seabed. Source: DLR; ETOP-5

…………. but there is also a large amount of . but there is also a large amount of 
deep waters under national jurisdiction deep waters under national jurisdiction ……....

25 million km2

Deep watersDeep waters
(> 200m)(> 200m)

national jurisdictionnational jurisdiction

withinwithin beyondbeyond

Shallow watersShallow waters
(< 200m)(< 200m)

124 million km2 212 million km2
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National waters deeper than 200m (%)

Costa Rica
Monaco
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Ecuador Total
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Sao Tome and Principe
Comoro Islands
Dominica
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…… in fact, on average about 70% of national waters are in fact, on average about 70% of national waters are 
deeper than 200m deeper than 200m ......
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…… and this percentage will increase and this percentage will increase ……

Example:Example:

Deep waters within and beyond Deep waters within and beyond 
areas of national jurisdiction in areas of national jurisdiction in 
East AfricaEast Africa

(more about this in the (more about this in the 
presentation on the UNEP presentation on the UNEP 
Shelf Programme)Shelf Programme)
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…… although 90 of the oceans remain although 90 of the oceans remain 
unexplored unexplored ……..

Only 0.0001% of the deep Only 0.0001% of the deep 
seafloor has been seafloor has been 
scientifically investigatedscientifically investigated
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…… we know now that the deep and we know now that the deep and 
high seas are highly structured and high seas are highly structured and 
dynamic dynamic ……
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