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Recognising the significance of the pressure of human development activities on the coastal and
marine environment, 108 governments and the European Commission adopted the Global
Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities
(GPA) in 1995. They made a commitment to deal with land-based impacts on the marine
environment resulting from contaminants namely sewage, persistent organic pollutants (POPs),
radioactive substances, heavy metals, oils (hydrocarbons), nutrients, sediment mobilisation, marine
litter and the physical alteration and destruction of habitats.

The GPA calls for periodic reviews, taking into account assessments of the state of the marine
environment. The UNEP/GPA Coordination Office commissioned a global State of the Environment
report as a contribution to the Second Intergovernmental Review Meeting in Beijing in October
2006. This expert report provides a concise global overview of the developments over the last
decade within the area of focus of the GPA.

The report relies on information that dates back farther than the adoption of the GPA, largely
because of limited contemporary data. At the same time, there often exists a considerable time lag
between the pressures imposed on the environment, the development of policies, the implemen-
tation of measures and the visible manifestation of their impact. Consequently, while the findings
of the report may not be based on as current information as we would like, the resulting analysis is
indicative of certain trends in the state of the marine environment as they relate to the GPA.

The State of the Marine Environment: A Regional Assessment informs and compliments the other
studies the UNEP/GPA Coordination Office has produced for the Second Intergovernmental Review
Meeting.

The report identifies that countries have made considerable progress in developing and implemen-
ting appropriate policy responses at national, regional and international levels. Nevertheless,
progress over the last decade needs to be sustained and strengthened in response to the growing
pressures, with special attention to implementation, enforcement and environmental governance.

The UNEP/GPA Coordination office and its partners are pleased to present this expert report and it
is our hope that the findings presented here will further support global, regional and national
efforts in implementing the Global Programme of Action. The scientific and logistical support of
LOICZ as well as the scientific and financial support by UNEP/DEWA was much appreciated.

Veerle Vandeweerd
Coordinator

UNEP/GPA Coordination Office
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