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Dear Friends;
Greetings of peace, love and prosperity.

As we have now almost completed our data base of more than 450 faith-based
organizations working on environmental issues, or have environment as one
of their priority areas, I wanted to reach out to you before most of the people
start their summer holidays.

In this first message, I would like to share with you the UN Environment
Strategy on engaging with Faith-based organizations launching the Faith For
Earth Initiative. The strategy was developed late last year and was discussed
with 40 representatives of 10 faiths in December 2017 in Nairobi. The strategy
is intended to be implemented with and through distinguished partners from
around the world.

In the near future, I will be sharing with you a survey to solicit your input and
suggestions on the strategy, its implementation and how can we work
together to maximize our collective efforts in achieving our common goals in
protecting our only planet and caring for the creation. For now, I kindly invite
you to read the strategy and share with me your valuable comments.

As you are aware, UN Environment is governed by its UN Environment
Assembly (the Environment Parliament of the World) which is scheduled to
meet in its fourth session during the period 11-15 March 2019, after 27
Governing council meetings before it became a universal membership. The
main theme for the upcoming session is “Innovative solutions for
environmental challenges and sustainable consumption and
production”. A theme that I personally believe very much corresponds to the
innovative approach that Faith-Based organizations are taking to influence,
inspire and empower faith leaders and the general public.

Major groups and Stakeholders are genuine partners in charting the way for
UN Environment and contributing to its decisions and resolutions, as well as
its Medium Term Strategy and programme of work. When implementing its
Programme of Work, UN Environment relies on implementing and executing
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partners from Major Groups and Stakeholders, relying on their expertise,
capacity building and outreach abilities and regional, national and local
presence. Major groups and stakeholders are accredited to UN Environment
through a process of accreditation. Currently, we have 10 Faith-based
organizations accredited to the UN Environment Assembly. I invite you all to
look at the guidelines for accreditation and encourage you to apply. My dream
is to make the next UN Environment Assembly spiritually blessed and truly
inspired by the presence of many Faith-based organizations.

Finally, I am also delighted to share with you the latest UN Environment
Foresight series issue on Faith For Earth. A unique hashtag (#Faith4Earth) has
been created to share and archive news, activities and knowledge on our
collective work of Faith-based organizations on protecting our planet, which I
encourage you to use when communicating on social media.

My warmest wishes to you all
Iyad

PS: We respect your right to manage who sends emails to you, therefore, the
recipients of this email have been added as Bcc. Kindly add my email address to
trusted email addresses to avoid going to your spam folders.

#Faith4Earth
iyad.abumoghli@unenvironment.org
Twitter/LinkedIn: @iyadabumoghli
Www.unenvironment.org
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Understanding the key role that falthsed organizations play at the
global, regional and local levels, UN Environment supports thenite

task force on Religion and Development. UN Environment is takiag

lead in establishing an innovative strategy to engage and partner with
faith-based organizations to deliver on Agenda 2030. The strategy build:
on the 5 principles (People living on a healthy Planet, enjoying Prosperit
and Partnerships in Peaceful sties), with three overarching goals: 1)
Leadership for policy impact; 2) Financing to support SDGs; and 3)
Knowledgebased decision support system. The three goals will largely
depend on mobilizing local communities;-cminating communications
and advoacy; fostering soutlouth cooperation; engaging in faith
Environment thematic conversations and empowering UN Environment
corporate engagement.
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Executive Summary

The global Agenda 2030 can only be achieveényaging and empowering stakeholdersbitizing
partnershipsnd engaging untapped innovative approaches. While it is widely acknowledged that the role
of civil society and nofgovernment organizatias crucial, the full spectrum of such organizations ha

not been adequately addressed including those organizations based on faith, values, culture and
indigenous knowledge.ulding onthe cultural diversityis significant and fulfills the fourtdimension of
sustainable developmeas called foin Rio Sumnits. Traditional V W D N H KeRg@gerhkut $ivategies

have been effective to a limited scale requiring new creative, inspiring and innovative bictiging
like-minded networks to support the implementation of the global Agenda at all levels.

FaithBased Organizations (FBO) have been recognized by the UN system as key and important players
LQ HUDGLFDWLQJ SRYHUW\ LPSURYLQJ SHRSOHYV KHDOWK SURWE
sustainable development. Citizens seglich organizationas being trustworthy and highly networked

with dynamism that enables them to operate and achieve on the ground results where and when needed.
Spiritual values for more than 80% of the people living on earth have been driving individual behaviors.

In manycountries, spiritual beliefs and religion are main drivers for cultural values, social inclusion,

political engagement, and economic prospelitylizing the dynamics of these beliefs at the local level

and the role of faith actors is crucial for sustaleadevelopment. Conserving the environment has not

been absent from the focusfaith-based organizationin fact,our research revealed thabre tharl90
environmentafaith-based organizatiortsave been working at the global, regional and local $ewvel

addressing climate change, energy conservation, sustainable use of biodiversity, and reforestation, among
others.

For UN Environment, the integrated approach should facilitate the integration of religious and cultural
values to ensure inclusive greand transformative development through adogifegtyles that are

informed byfaith-basedvaluesand behaviors to achieve sustainable consumption and production. The
integrated approach coupled with cultural and religious values can promote innoatirebased

solutions, respect for traditionahd indigenougnowledge and cultural diversity, exercise environmental
stewardship and duty of care. This coupling of environmental sustainability and duty of care can be the
corner stone for a common visitimat enhances the role of religion and culture in achieving

sustainability. For this purpose, UN Environment is launching a global initiative to strategically engage
with fath EDVHG RUJD QL]DW L R Q&EZchivkale, Enpowerdni EngabR watit-Based
Organizations as partners, at all levels, toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and
fulfilling Agenda 2030 "To be able to do so, the organization will engage faith-based organizations

to realizean impact on local communitiesistainable livelihoods based on common spiritual values. The
Strategy focuses on mobilizing faitased investments in supporting SEi@plementation while

greening their assets and providing tieededknowledgefor effective messages of faith leadershwi
decision makers and the general pulllice three overarching goals of the strategy relate to 1) Leadership
for policy impact; 2)Green FaitiBased Financing to achieve t8®Gs; and 3Knowledgebased

decision support systerihe three goals will lardedepend on mobilizing localommunities
communications and advocacy; soesthuth cooperation; faitBnvironment thematic conventions and
empowering UN Environment corporate engagement.

Mission

37 Encourage Empower and Engageith Faith-Based Organizationas partnersat all levelstoward
achievingthe Sustainable Development Goals &ufilling Agenda 2030
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Vision

3A world whereeverything isn balance’

Values: CREATION

Communicate: Communicate effectively to engage alstakeholders.

Respect: Respect allspiritual and religious beliefs.

Empower: Empower and engage with all stakeholders.

Act: Act in ways that reflectindividual and communal beliefs.
Transform: Transform SHR S OH {V tiEstghDRelr spldtual values.

Inspire: Inspire innovative approachego achieve the 2030 Agenda
Organize: Organize knowledge and othemresources for efficient timely results.

Network: Network with the UN system and likeminded organizations.
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Introduction and Background

The Agenda 2030 fivéP “principles of People, Planet, Prosperity, PeacePantherships arenvisioned
asan overarching strategy to mobilize global action towards sustainable development. It is widely
acknowledged that partnershi®importantfor theimplementation of the Agendaspecially by
engaging and empoweriral stakeholdersWhile it is a globalAgenda it alsoacknowledgesnd
respectghe diversity ofcapacitiespolicies andpriorities, bringing togethegovernmentgat all levels) as
patners withthe private sector, civil society, the United Nations system and other.d&aorserships are
intended to mobilize creative approaches, irespations createinnovative financinggultivateexisting
science along witindigenous knowledgendengagdike-minded networks tsupport the
implementation of the030Agenda at the local level.

FaithBased Organizations (FBO) have been recognized by the UN system as key players in eradicating
SRYHUW\ LPSURYLQJ SHRSOHTV KHD O Wworkbgtwarbsestdibablé WKH HQY L
developmentMore than190 environmentafaith-based orgaizationshave been addressing climate

change, energy conservation, sustainable use of biodiversity, and reforestation, amorljigsers

working at the global, regional and local levkls.

The UN Interagency Task Force dReligion and DevelopmefuN IATF-FBOsg wasofficially

establishedn 2010 andis composed of 19 UN organizatigmscluding UN Environment. The main
objectives of the inteagency task force are to facilitate knowledge exchgmgeide a resource pool of
experiencesand strengthepartnerships witlfaith-based organization§/N Environment has convened
and conducted a number of important initiatives and conventions in partnership withefzétih
organization$ The last of which was organized on 30 November 2017 in Nairobi specifically to discuss
this strategy.

For centuries, dith-based organizatiortseaveprovidedsociceconomic services tocal communities,
especiallyfor poor and marginalizegeople In sone societies, political and religious leadership is
combined in both formal and informal wagpiritual valuegor more than 80% of the people living on
earth have been driving individual behaviors. Citizens séstimbased organizatioras being
trustworthy and highly networked organizations with dynamism that es#ii#en to operate and achieve
on the ground results where and when needed. These organizations respond to the needs as well as the
values of theF R P P X Q th&y teH¥Ifi so doingthey hae built credibilitythroughdeliveringservices
in the areas ofvelfare,education, healtranddisaster reliehmong othersin many countries, spiritual
beliefs and religias practicesreinterwoven withcultural values, socigdrinciples political engagement,
and economic prosperity. Understanding the dynamics of these laeliefgacticest the local level and
more generallythe role of faith actoraithin local communitiess crucial forintentional and systematic
sustainable devepment. Donors have been increasing their reliance on and partnershigitittased
organizationso channel much of the development &idwever, according to a research by the World

! The list of these environmentdhith-based organizationkas been compiledoy UN Environment and byenvironmental faittbased
organizations that participated in the strategy consultation meeting held in Nairobi on 20 November 2017). The listtHesdidbes, religious
connection and objectives. However, environment is also part of failtebase organizationsvith broader focus. Such organizations have

also been collected.

2 For UN Environment, cooperation with Falflased Organizations dates back to 1986, when the Interfaith Partnership for the Environment
(IPE) was created to initially infornNorth American congregations about the serious environmental problems facing life on Earth. The
publication "Earth and Faith: A Book of Reflection for Action”, published in 2000, highlighted the critical environmamgal égsmfronting
humankind at the lggnning of a new millennium and UN efforts to address them. In June 2011, UN Environment hosted an event organized by
the Southern African Faith Communities Environment Institute (SAFCEI), the All Africa Churches Conference (AACC) andrdrerfedgr
Chiistian-Muslim Relations in Africa (PROCMURA) to discuss the position of faith groups on the environment and humanity, in particular
climate change and its effects on Africa. In 2016, UN Environment, in cooperation with the United Nations Educatiotii &viQultural
Organization (UNESCO) and the Department of the Environment dbldmic Republic ofran, organized the 2nd Seminar on Environment,
Culture and Religiot SBURPRWLQJ LQWHUFXOWXUDO 'LDORJXH IRU 6XVWDLQDEOH '"HYHORSPHQW ™ LQ 7
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Council of Churche’s NGOs including faithbased organizationareactive in more countries than

many governments, and they carry more credibility with taxpayers than do government aid agencies.
Indeed, some individual NGOs have country programmes with larger budgets than the government
ministries to which they relaté.

The 2016 UN Environment publication on Environment, Religion and Culture in the Context of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Developmenplored the role of religion and culturethe implementation of

the sustainabldevelopment goals; the role of diféait valuesystems and cultural diversity as resources

for conservation, climate justice action, bridglmgfween science and other knowledgstems. Attention

was given to issues eflucationtraditional knowledge, rights afdigenous peoples, pealseilding,

gender sustainability and economics, participatiandcivil mobilization.

The publicatiordescribes some difie interlinkagesof religion, cultureand the environmenas well as
the environmeral and socioeconomic dimensions of sustaindelelopment. It uses the fiegitical
areadn the 2030 Agendapeople, planet, prosperitgeace and partnershipvhoseobjective is to leave
no one behin@ndto reach thoséurthest behind first in orderto demonstratéhe ways in whiclthe
sustanable development goals argerrelatedwvith expressions of religion and spirituality in local
communities It concludes with a set ofcommendationwardfinding lasting solutionso these issues,
to help free humanity from waanhd deprivationwhile fosteringhuman wellbeingindstrengthening
efforts expressinguty of care.

It is also argued that the integrated approach should facilitate the integration of refigiatisaland
cultural values to ensure inclusive green and transformatixedagement through adopting valdeith-
basedifestylesandbehaviorgo achieve sustainabtmnsumption and productioReaching to local,
poorest and marginalized communit@ significantly contribute tending extreme poverty, leaving no
onebehind The integrated approach coupled with cultural and religious valugzoaote innovative
naturebased solutiongespect for traditional knowledge aadltural diversity, exercise environmental
stewardship and duty of care

It is more urgent than ever fyomote creative solutiorie achieving the SDG€oupling environmental
concernswith duty of carefor examplecan enhance the role of religion andtureworking togetherto
achiee sustainability. Religioupractices and spiritu@xpressionalign with many importantopicsof
environmental thics including hevalue of thenatural world the needo stay within the planetary
boundaries; theontinuity between human and rbamanforms of life the moral significance il
living beings in the ey&of God and/or in theosmic order; theitual dependence of human life on the
natural world and the principles gisticeand other moral nornthatreflect ourresponsibiity tolive in
balancewith natue.

TR EER, ok SR 4B T
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