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Why focus on

Gold Processing?
 Mercury-gold amalgam burned during 

gold purchasing – secondary processing 

of gold doree which still has mercury 

content of 5 – 20%

 Typically little or no control of emmited 

airborne mercury 

 Regional funnel points for ASM gold 

production

 Located in regional economic centers

 Located in regional population centers –

high human exposure rates



Gold Shops are a common selling point for 

mercury in artisanal scale mining communities
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Mercury Emissions Occur in High Population Areas in Brazil





Ambient Air Mercury Concentrations 
Ambient air  @  1 block from gold shops,  Puerto Maldonado, Peru

34.8 mcg/m3

Reference Value:  WHO maximum ambient air standard : 1 mcg/m3
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