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RENZ21 is an international policy network
of experts from governments, inter-
governmental organisations, industry
associations, non-governmental
organisations, science and academia. It
grows from year to year and represents
an increasing diversity of sectors. REN21
provides a platform for this wide-ranging
community to exchange information and
ideas, to learn from each other and to
collectively build the renewable energy
future.

This network enables the REN21 Secretariat
to, among other activities, produce this first

edition of the Renewables in Cities 2019
Global Status Report (REC-GSR), making
the report a truly collaborative effort.

REN21 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IN THE REC-GSR:
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2
380

experts contributed to the REC-GSR,
working alongside an international
authoring team and the REN21
Secretariat

0.0
000

1
6l1%

of contributors are new members

of the REN21 Community, indicating
the attractiveness of this focus on
cities in the energy transition
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More than

50

interviews were conducted
with city or sector-specific
experts from around the world



7 REN21

RENEWABLE ENERGY
POLICY NETWORK
FOR THE 215t CENTURY

REN21: RENEWABLES NOW!

REN21 is the only global renewable energy community of
actors from science, governments, NGOs and industry.
We provide up-to-date and peer-reviewed facts, figures
and analysis of global developments in technology,

policies and markets.

Our goal: enable decision-makers to make the

transition to renewable energy happen - now!

REN21 changes the way
we think about renewable
energy.

SHAPE THE FUTURE
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RENEWABLES IN CITIES -
GLOBAL STATUS REPORT (REC-GSR)

The cities report is the first
comprehensive resource to map

out the current trends and renewable
energy developments in cities.

It uses the same rigorous standards
found in the Renewables Global
Status Report series.

s A D c RENEVIABLE ENERGY.
AND ENERGY EFFIIENCY
STATUS REPORT

REGIONAL REPORTS

These reports detail renewable
energy developments in a
region, improving data and
knowledge and, in turn,
informing decision making

and changing perceptions.

KNOWLEDGE

MNURABLES 2003

RENEWABLES GLOBAL STATUS REPORT (GSR)

First released in 2005, this report is

the industry standard for the status of
renewables for a given year. The GSR's
robust process for collecting data and
information makes it the most frequently
referenced report on renewable energy
market, industry and policy trends.
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RENEWABLES NOW

COMMUNITY

GLOBAL FUTURES REPORT (GFR)

This series captures the current thinking
about a sustainable energy future.

Each report presents the collective and
contemporary thinking of many experts.

THEMATIC REPORTS

Each report covers, in
detail, a specific topic
where a knowledge
gap exists.
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DEBATES

REN21 RENEWABLES ACADEMY

A biennial event developed by, and
for, the REN21 community, where
members meet and discuss how to
spur the renewable energy transition.
The REN21 Academy’s structure
reflects REN21's collaborative

and transparent culture.

INTERNATIONAL RENEWABLE ENERGY
CONFERENCE (IREC)

A high-level political event where
government, private sector and civil
society meet to build collective
know-how to advance renewables
at the international, national and
sub-national levels. The IREC is
hosted by a national government
and is held biennially.
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MAKING THE CONNECTIONS

Good decisions require good information. REN21's
Renewables Global Status Report (GSR) tracks the
annual development of renewables using the most
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REMEWABLES 2013

up-to-date information and data available. Its neutral,

fact-based approach documents in detail the annual
developments in market, industry and policy. The report
is a collaborative effort, drawing on an international
network of more than 1,500 authors, contributors and
reviewers from over 155 countries. Now in its 15th year,
the GSR is the most frequently referenced report on

renewable energy market, industry and policy trends.

Since the first edition of the GSR in 2005, REN21 has www.ren21.net/GSR

continuously expanded its reporting. To highlight www.ren21.net/cities

regional trends, REN21 has developed a Regional

Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Status Report
series and is now including reporting on renewable
energy development in cities, considering the crucial
involvement of cities in the energy transition and the

existing data gap. B”dglng and

The new report series, Renewables in Cities 2019 Global bUIIdIng the
Status Report, builds on the success of the Renewables enel’gy fUtU re.
Global Status Report and focuses specifically on the

state of renewables in cities around the world and on the

role of local action in the renewable energy transition.

www.ren21.net

It looks at trends and developments of renewable
energy in cities and its associated benefits, including
impacts on air pollution, energy security and access,
and socio-economic issues. This publication will help
improve understanding of cities' role in the energy
transition, increase visibility for local action and
showcase effective policies, finance and business

models to inform decisions.

Sl 2 wﬂu@uugu
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REN21 DATA AND REPORTING CULTURE

REN21 has developed a unique renewable energy reporting culture, allowing it to become recognised
as a neutral data and knowledge broker that provides credible and widely accepted information.,
Transparency is at the heart of the REN21 data and reporting culture.

The REN21 reporting culture comprises the following elements:

Developing data collection

processes that build on an Consolidating formal (official) and
international community of experts, informal (unofficial/unconventional) data
allowing access to dispersed data and gathered from a wide range of sources in a
information that frequently are not collaborative and transparent way (e.g., by
consolidated and are difficult to collect. using extensive referencing).

Consolidating formal
and informal data
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Complementing
and validating data
and information in
an open peer-review
process.

Using validated data
and information to
provide fact-based
evidence and to
develop a supportive
narrative to shape
the global debate on
the energy transition,
monitor advancements
and inform decision
processes.

Inform decision
process

Making data and information openly available
so they can be used by people in their work to
advocate for renewable energy.

Building on this process, REN21 has contributed significantly to making renewable energy visible in the global
debate, drawing decision makers' attention to it and changing the norm in reporting and tracking. REN21 has been
successful in “making the invisible visible” - beginning with its first status report on renewable energy in 2005 -
and aims to continue in this mission by highlighting the critical role of cities in the renewable energy transition.



Note: Some individuals have contributed in more than
one way to this report. To avoid listing contributors
multiple times, they have been added to the group
where they provided the most information. In

most cases, the lead topical contributors, lead city
contributors, regional contributors, sidebar authors
and advisory committee members also participated

in the Renewables in Cities 2019 Global Status Report

data contribution, review and validation processes.

The Renewables in Cities 2019 Global Status Report
was co-developed with an Advisory Committee whose
joint expertise and work were fundamental in guiding
the creation of the report, including defining the outline,

supporting data collection and reviewing drafts.

On behalf of:
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