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Foreword
I am delighted to introduce to you the first Waste Management Outlook for the West Asia 
region. It follows and complements the Global Waste Management Outlook published 
by UN Environment Programme in 2015 and a series of regionally focused Waste 
Management Outlooks. These Outlooks serve as one of the tools for policy makers, 
academia and civil society to help and guide them toward the sustainable and integrated 
management of waste. 

The West Asia region includes twelve countries with unique and distinctive waste 
management needs. For instance, conflicts throughout this decade have had a severe impact on the environment. 
Countries in the Region suffer from increasingly severe climatic conditions and poor waste management systems. 
Common throughout the world is the need for a sustainable waste management system that incorporates a 
profound shift from the current “linear” economic model to a circular economy development model that reduces 
waste prior to its generation, reuses it or recycles it, returning it to the supply chain to deliver social, economic and 
environmental benefits.

The Waste Management Outlook for West Asia gives an overview of the current waste management situation in 
the region and analyses potential solutions to current waste management issues. The rise in population from 99 
million in 2000 to 155 million in 2016 and the increased exploitation of resources are the main drivers of these 
waste management challenges. In 2016, while the municipal solid waste generated was estimated at 60.4 million 
tons, only 11% of the waste generated was treated. The treatment capacity deficiency, estimated at 46.4 million 
tons of waste, can be developed to create revenues through the use of the proper waste collection, treatment 
and disposal management systems. The life cycles of products should be fully utilized to minimize the waste and 
emissions generated. It is also crucial to mention that untreated waste ultimately has a great impact on the health 
of the population. 

This Outlook for West Asia sets out a future progression of sustainable waste management that will enable the 
region to transition from one dependent on the low cost of dumping waste to one utilizing waste as a resource. 
The Outlook is set within the context of driving regional economic growth and the development of a range of 
investment opportunities in waste management services and added value circular economic activities. To support 
this, it proposes new methods to deal with waste treatment in a sustainable framework. 

The Waste Management Outlook for West Asia is a ‘Regional Outlook’ commissioned by UN Environment 
Programme’s West Asia Office in partnership with the International Environmental Technology Centre (IETC), the 
Centre for Environment and Development for the Arab Region and Europe (CEDARE) and the International Solid 
Waste Association (ISWA). I wish to express my gratitude to these three partners in particular and indeed to 
everyone who contributed to the compilation and publication of the Outlook.

Sami Dimassi

Director and Regional Representative
UN Environment Programme West Asia Office
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