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INTRODUCTION

he balanced integration of sustainable eco-

nomic growth, justice, social protection and
care for the environment is reflected in the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development and its
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). As this
document shows, the environmental dimension
is present in all the SDGs in relation to poverty,
hunger, health, education, gender, water and
sanitation, energy, economic growth, human
settlements, sustainable consumption and pro-
duction (SCP), climate change, oceans and ter-
restrial ecosystems.

This greater integration is based not only on
a precautionary principle of harm and risk reduc-
tion, but also on the role of natural resources to
achieve human well-being, generate economic
opportunities, and strengthen social and ecologi-
cal resilience for present and future generations.

The future of the region’s economies, as
well as the ability of countries to combat
poverty and reverse inequality, depends on
the development pathways chosen today by
governments, the private sector, civil society
and development actors in general, as well
as by the complex array of international, po-
litical, and climatic factors. As we will demon-
strate in this document, it is crucial that the
region advances in comprehensively includ-
ing the environmental dimension in national
and regional policies to strengthen resilience
to shocks, ensure human health and maintain
ecological stability.

This report on the environmental dimen-
sion of the SDGs in Latin America and the Car-

UN Environment Programme

2. Present current data for the region on the
environmental indicators of the SDGs to
highlight progress and gaps in the envi-
ronmental dimension of the 2030 Agenda;

3. Demonstrate the opportunities of sound
environmental management for ensuring
sustainable development alternatives that
do not translate into natural resource ex-
haustion, environmental degradation and
unsustainable livelihoods.

The recognition of the role of environmen-
tal sustainability in a prosperous future for
humanity implies collective action, coordi-
nation at all levels, and policies that take an
integrated, multidimensional and multisec-
toral approach. Over last decades, the Latin
America and Caribbean (LAC) region has suc-
cessfully put sustainable development initia-
tives into practice on different scales. Never-
theless, the region has not yet built on and
expanded these efforts, options and tools,
which can now be scaled up to achieve the
SDGs (UNEP, 2016¢c).

This publication is intended to assist poli-
cymakers, civil society stakeholders, govern-
ments, communities and the private sector
that seek to balance the integration of the
three dimensions of sustainable development
(social, environmental and economic) by pro-
viding insights into the challenges the region
faces. To do this, it provides an overview of
each of the 17 SDGs. In each section, the main

interactions of specific SDGs with environ-
mental issues are presented, reviewing avail-
able data and information on the SDG indica-
tors related to the environment and/or proxy
indicators in the region.
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REGIONAL
OVERVIEW

he region has made progress in addressing
a number of high-priority socio-economic
challenges such as improving water access and
reducing the number of people living in slums.
However, several common challenges remain.

National economies continue to have a persis-
tent and heavy reliance on primary products
and natural resources, and the region’s com-
position of mainly middle-income countries
belies widespread inequality, with many peo-
ple remaining in ‘vulnerable classes’ at risk of
falling into poverty.

Progress has taken place, in many cases, at
the expense of the natural environment — ag-
ricultural frontiers continue to expand and the
mainly urban population continues to grow,
while following production patterns that exac-
erbate environmental degradation.

In this context and from our insights while pro-
ducing this document, we highlight four of the
main environmental (intertwined) issues the re-
gion has to overcome for the coming years.
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