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Foreword

Rwanda’s rebirth from the tragic events of 1994 
is an exceptional post-conflict success story. The 
country has made impressive strides on many 
fronts, from securing internal stability to enjoying 
strong economic growth. Looking forward, Rwanda 
has enthusiastically embarked on a profoundly 
transformative path that has the potential to 
spearhead a new economic development model 
for Africa. 

The government’s development blueprint, Vision 
2020, aspires to propel Rwanda into a middle-income 
country within a single generation. High goals have 
been set to increase the GDP seven-fold, quadruple 
annual per capita income, create alternative jobs for 
half of Rwanda’s subsistence farmers, boost private 
investment, market competitive export products and 
turn the country into a high-tech service hub for 
East Africa – all by 2020. Significant progress has 
been made so far in delivering on this strategy, which 
is closely aligned with the Millennium Development 
Goals to lift people out of poverty, increase literacy 
and promote access to potable water. 

In parallel, a solid framework for environmental 
governance has been established, reflecting 
high-level awareness of the linkages between 
improved management of environmental assets, 
development and prosperity. It is in recognition 
of this environmental leadership that Rwanda was 
chosen as the host country for World Environment 
Day 2010.

Fast-paced development, however, also carries a 
number of risks in terms of social and environmental 
impacts. The recommendations of this multi-
disciplinary assessment aim to provide the scientific 
advice that will help Rwanda steer an environmentally 
sustainable course towards the goals articulated in 
Vision 2020. 

This report presents a package of practical 
interventions to assist the ongoing metamorphosis 
of Rwanda’s economy. It calls for mobilizing 
and focusing investments in key areas, including 
ecosystem rehabilitation, renewable energy, 
conservation agriculture and innovative water and 
sanitation technologies, holds the best promise for 
economic growth, job creation and adaptation to 
climate change. 

The report also highlights the strategic importance 
of regional environmental cooperation to mobilize 
such major investments. This will not only help 
deliver the targets of Vision 2020, but importantly 
showcase how a sustainable and prosperous economy 
can be achieved. 

This assessment was made possible through 
the cooperation of the Rwanda Environmental 
Management Authority, under the overall leadership 
of the Ministry of Natural Resources. It was 
implemented within the framework of the Rwanda 
One UN pilot, in collaboration with the UN 
Country Team and United Nations Development 
Programme, in particular, which provided 
administrative support. Finally, I wish to sincerely 
thank the Government of Sweden for its generous 
financial assistance and for its long-standing 
commitment to UNEP’s post-conflict work.

UNEP looks forward to a continued partnership 
with the Government of Rwanda as it lays the 
foundations for an environmentally sustainable 
future aimed at improving the well-being of its 
people.
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