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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Bringing the 2015 Summits home: an action agenda for legislators is a
collaboration between GLOBE International, the wordwide network of
environmental legislators, and the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP). It provides an overview of the cascade of significant multilateral
agreements signed up to by the international community in 2015 and explains
their relevance for legislators, and why parliamentary engagement is crucial to
their success.

Covering disaster risk reduction, financing for development, gender, sustainable
development and climate change, these global summits and processes of 2015
have charted a transformational course for human societies for the coming
decades. Their significance cannot be over-estimated and the importance of
parliaments to their implementation cannot be under-estimated.

As not all of these agreements are household names, awareness raising amongst
legislators is the first task this paper sets itself. Explaining the background and
key features of each major 2015 summit and process, it makes the case for a
stronger role for legislators in ensuring that the outcomes of all these summits
are implemented at a national level in an integrated and synergistic manner to
ensure coherence and the desired impact.

The paper offers guidance on the Top 10 Things Legislators Can Do to bring the
2015 summits home, and illustrates action taken by legislators across the world
to implement GLOBE’s ‘Coherence & Convergence’ approach to the 2015
summits. These efforts show that parliaments have a critical role in translating
the multilateral frameworks agreed into meaningful national legislation that is
locally owned, enjoys public trust and can be implemented.

The paper holds that while implementation must be a collective effort engaging
all stakeholders, it is the duty of parliaments to assure democratic accountability
and oversight. Members of parliament should be at the heart of the Monitoring,
Reporting and Verification (MRV) function demanded by this epic new
generation of international agreements. The paper concludes that the active and
informed engagement of legislators will be a crucial factor in the success of the
2015 agreements, and that parliaments everywhere must rise to this historic
challenge and Bring the 2015 Summits home.




Chapter 1 The 2015 Summits

When historians look back at the 21% century, 2015 will stand out as a
landmark year for the setting of global goals and a new narrative for a more
sustainable future for humanity. 2015 will mark the dividing line between an
old way of approaching development and a new way that recognizes
biophysical limits to resource-fueled growth on a finite, shared planet with
growing numbers, growing inequality and growing expectations.

2015 produced a remarkable set of global agreements which broke with past
conventions to set universal and inter-connected goals on shared planetary
responsibility for 190+ countries, intended to guide national priorities and
action for the next 15 years to 2030.

This paper sets out the story behind the confluence of processes that led to
the historic 2015 moment’ resulting in major outcomes such as the Sendai
Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction, the Sustainable Development Goals
and the Paris Agreement on climate change. It makes the case for an
integrated approach to implementation of these agreements and argues that
proactive parliamentary engagement and leadership will be crucial to
success.

2015 became an important year for international summitry more by default,
than by design. In a fortuitous set of coincidences, the United Nations summit
calendar for 2015 saw a number of key landing points in some major
intergovernmental processes. Whether it was disaster risk reduction in
Sendai, Japan; or progress on the rights of women and girls as part of
Beijing+20; or the Third Finance for Development conference in Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia; or the Sustainable Development Goals in New York; or the Twenty
First Conference of the Parties of climate change in Paris,* each of these UN
processes had a different history and background in international affairs. Yet
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