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PREFACE

The Regional Seas Programme wes initiated by UNEP :in 1974. Since then the
Coverning Council of UNEP haa repeatedly endorsed a fegihnal approach to the contral
¢f marine pallution and the management &f marine and codstal resources and hag
requested the devélopment of regionel action plans,

The Reqional Seas Programme at prezent 1ncludes ten regions 1/ and has over 120
coastal States participeting in it. It is conceived as an action-griented T ograme
having concern not only for Lthe conseguences but alsg for the causes  af
envirommental deqgradation and encompassing a comprebensive approach to combating
erwiranmental problems through the management of merine and coastal areas. Each
regional action plan is formulated acearding to the needs of the regiom as perceived
by the Governments concerned. Ik iz designed. bo link aszsessment of the gquality of
the marine environment and the causes of its detericrabtion with activities For the
management and development of the marine and coasta) environment. The action plans
promote the paraliel development of regianal lagal agreenents and of action-ariented
programme activities.

Decision B/13{C) of the eighth session of tha Governing Council of UNEP called
for the development &f an action plan for the protection and development of the
marine and cnaetal environment of the Eaat African region: e a first activity in
the  region, UNEP organized in (October “and = Movember 1981 &  joint
LINEP AU/ LW LDO/F A/ UNESCO/WHO/ TMCG,/TUCN explnratur:r miszion which visited the eight
Statas of the region 2/ in arder ta: - :

azzess aach Skate’ g interest in participeting in a Futurajregiﬁnal ProgTamme;

- consult with Gevernments with a view to identifving actlvltles that may usefully
be included as part of a camprehensive action planj’

- make a preliminary assessment of the envifunmenthl'_gfuhlams in the region,
including the prablems related to the envirdamentally sound management of marine
and coastal naturel resources and activities influoencing the quality of the
marine and coastal environment; .

- collect aveilable scientific data and infurmatiun'pertaiﬁing to the developrent
and implementation of the action plan planned fur the. regiun~ and

- identify naktiopnal lﬂEtlLUtlUﬂS that may part1c1pate 1n 1mplament1ng an action
plan once it is adopted.

1/ Mediterranean, Kuwait Action Plan Region)’ West' -aid Central Africa, Wider
Caribbean, East Asian Seas, South-fagt . Pacifie, @ South-West Pacific, Ked
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The findinge of the mission were used bo prepare the following six sectorial
Teparts:

—  UN/UNESCO/UNEP: Marine and Coestal Ares Development in the Easi African  Region.
UMEP Regionsl Sess Reports and Studies Mo, &. UMEP 19823

_ UNIDO/UNEP: Industrial Sources of Marine and Coastal Pellution in the East
African Region. UNEP Regionel Seas Reports and Studies WNo. 7. UNER 198:;

- FAD/UNEP: Merine Pollubion in the East African Region. UNEF Regional Seas
Feporkts end Studies No. B. UKEF 1982;

. WHDAUNEF: Public Health Problems in the Coastal Zome of the East African Region.
UNEP Regional Seas Reports and Studies No. 5. UNEF 19B2;

- IMO/UNEP:  Dil Follution Control in the East African Region. UNEP Regional Seas
Repurts end Studies No. 10. UNEP 1982; end

- TUCN/UNEF: Conservation of Coastel aend Marime Ecosystems and Living Resources of
the East African Region. UNEP Regional Sees Reports and Studies No. 11, UNEP
1¥82Z.

The Bix sectoriel reports prepered on the basis of the mission's findings were
used by the UNEP secretariat in preparing & SUMMETY Overvisw antitled:

- UNEF: Environmentel Problems of the East Africen Region. UNEP Regionsl Scas
Reports and Studies Seriss No. B2, UNEP, 1782,

The averview and tha six sectorial reports were uaed =z the main warking
document Brd  information documents for the UNEP Workshop on the Protection and
bevelapment of the East African Region (Mané, Seychelles, 7 - 30 September 196827
attended by axparts designated by the Governmente of the East Africen region.

The Workshop:
- reviewed the envirormental probleme of the region;

- endorsed @ draft action plan for the protection and development of the marine and
coastal erviropmant of the fast African region;

- defined 5 priority programme of activities to be develpped within khe framewark
of the draft action plan; and

- recommended that the draft ectien plan, together with & draft regional convention
for the protection and development of the marine and coastsl environment of the
East African region and protocols concerning (a) co-operstion in combating
pallution in cases of emergency, and () specially protected areas and endangered
species, be submitted to a conference of plenipotentiaries af the Govermments of
the tegion with & view to their adoption (UNEP/WG.77/4). The conference is to be
convened by UNEF in esrly 1964,
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INTRODUCT LON

Geography of the region

1. The geographical regian cavered by the Fast African Action Plan (EAF) consists
of the cosstal regions of Ezstern Afriea and the indian Ocean islands in the area
extending from apout 139M to 3095 and froa 379¢ tp A7RE. It cvuvers a vask ares
whiicn contains the cguator and lies mestly in the gguthern hemispherz. As a result
of its locetion, the area experiences a wide variety of climatic and oceanographic
conditions which very from tropical te temperate.

Z. More precisely, the area conaigks of the coastal regiona of Comgoros, Xenya,
Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Seychelles, Somalis, and the United Republic of
Tanzania, including the wige stretch of the Indian Ocean connecting these cusstal
regions. On the Africam continent, that is From Somalia to Mozambinue and on
Madagascar, the term '"coastal regiong" refers te the land  mass extending
pontinuously from the shoreline to about %0 km inland end includes river estuaries
and the body of water lying directly in front of Ehe shoreline. All areas can be
considered cogstal For Comoros, Mauritius and Seychelles.

i, Agriculture, including subsistence farming, is the main accupation nf the
fegion. The principal expoTi crops ineclude coffee, tea, sugar-cana, cotton, cashew,
cocumdt, wanilla, sisal and cloves and the main consumer crops include maize, rice,
caszava and bamanss. tivestock breeding and artiganal Fishing are widsly practiced.
Agriculture is the principal sgurce of raw materials for industry. Thus industrial
activities in the region are highly oriented toward processing raw agricultural
produce into semi-finished or tipnished goads.

Clagsification into zones

4. The Fast African region may be classified into four zones, a3 shown iIn  the
figure, eon the basis of the main hydrographical characteristics @f the reqian. To
obtain the zone boundaries shown in the map, the actual limits of the major ocean
curcents in the region have besn alightly modifisd and approximated by nearby
borders.

5.  The classification provides a convenient and practicat means Oof assessing
industrial inmputs inte the ecological  makrix aof the region. From the
clasgification, pressnt levels end types of lard-based pollution ipputs into  the
differant subcompertments of Lhe region ¢an he estimated and appropriate sites
lorated for various types of activities.

B. Zone one extends From tre nerthern limiks of the Fast African region {sbout 13%
N) off the horn of Africa to just scuth of the equatar {about 295). This zone 13
cnaracterized by the Somali current which completely reverses ite Flow biannually in
regponse  £0 MoOnA0on SEASOOH. The rone ia further characterized by 2 parmanenkt
upwelling area off the Somali coask.




The zones of the East Africen region
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7. 7Zone two, exterding from =mbout 295 to about 1095 and dominated by Ghe
egatward-Flowing Equatorial Counter Current, is a zene of dynamic offshore mixing.
This zone lies bebween the westward-Flowing Morth-East Monsoon Current and the
westward-flowing South Equatoriel Current.

B. Zone thres extends from about 10°S to the southern limits of the East African
reginn off the comst of Mozembique. The main hydrographical current here is the
fast-flowing southward Mozambique Current which Feeda from  Ehe South Equaterial
Current and flows inta the Agulhes Current arpund 2695, Within the Mozambique
Charnel, the Mozambique Current moves southwards with a shoreward companent alang
tha Mozambique cosst and gradually generatea a counter current offshore which flows
northwards along the Madagascar coest.

9. Zone Four lying immediaitely to the East of Madagascar and extending (o Juat
beyond Mauritius, and frem about 10°5 to about 28°3, is marked by the weaiward
flowing Seuth £guatcrial Current. The South Equateorial Current is deflected by the
islands of Mauritius snd Medagasear into Lwo components which reunite just off the
Southern part of Mozambigqus to faorm the Agulhas Current. Thia zone is also
charecterized by cyclones. The divisien of the region into the four zonea is shown
in the following table:

Zones of the East African Regiaon

Ione Countries Major Currant
1 ' Somalia Somali Current
I Kenye, Tanzania Equatorial
Seychelles Courter Current
111 Mozamblgue, Lomoros Hozambique
" Madagascar Current
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