
RAIN FORESTS
A Mitchell Beazley

World Conservation Atlas

Introduced by David Attenborough

Mitchell Beazley irlassociation '

lUCN:TheWorld Cdhservation Union



THE LAST
RAIN FORESTS
The future ofthe rain forests is now recognized as

one ofthe major global environmental issues for

the 1990s. Their future and the future ofthe planet

are inextricably linked, and ifan alternative to

their accelerating destruction is not found within
this decade then we may well have lost the

opportunity forever. At the root ofthe problem is

the burgeoning population oftropical forest

countries - it is estimated that by the middle ofthe

next century eight out often people will be living in

these regions. Public awareness ofthe problem has
recently increased, but awareness alone will not
save the rain forests - practical action is needed.

The Last Rain Forests guides the reader to a
deeper level ofunderstanding on which to base
opinions and take action. It is both a unique atlas of

the consei-vation status ofall the world's rain

forests, and a blueprint for positive action to

safeguard their future.

The book shows readers what rain forests are and
why we need them, using imaginative illustrations

to explain their remarkable biology. A section

entitled "How Rain Forests Work" examines in

detail the interrelationships between plants,

animals and the environment in the most complex
ecosystem on Earth, an ecosystem that contains

more than halfof all living species.

The extensive atlas section ofThe Last Rain
Forests is based on data provided by the

International Union for Consei'vation ofNature
and Natural Resources ( lUCN ) through its data
gathering arm. the World Conser\'ation

Monitoring Centre (WCMC ). The maps cover more
than 50 rain forest countries worldwide and show
the types and current extent oftheir forests,

highlighting the major protected areas. This
section discusses consei-vation issues of specific

interest to the individual countries, from tribal

matters and politics to endangered species and
environmental problems. Case studies of

conservation in action show the way forward.

The Last Rain Forests draws firm conclusions
from the mass ofdata it presents and recommends
strategies that need to be followed ifthe rain

forests are to be saved. Its philosophy is that the

future for rain forests lies in intelligent

exploitation ofrain forest lands and sustainable
use ofrain forest resources. We have to understand
the needs ofthe people ofrain forest regions, and
find ways to meet those needs without losing the
forests, the riches they contain and the vital role

they play in the health ofplanet Earth.
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Preface

"DL'lif;hl ... is a weak tLMiii to oxpri'ss the Icclings ol' a

iiatuialist. who foi- the tir.-it liiiu'. has waiidoicd by himself

in a nrazilian fort'st." (^harles Darwin wrote these woi-ds

in Fehruary 1832. More than 90 percent of the luxui-iant

coastal forest that he explored has ^one. Recent estimates

suffiresl.moreover, that nearly two pei'cent of the world's

remaining; rain forest is lost every year. Unless this trend

is halted thei'e will he little left in 50 years' time.

lucN recoftnizes the ur^jency of development and the

need to use natui-e's i-enewable resource systems to satisfy

human reciuirements and eliminate the appalling poverty

that afflicts so many people today. But such development

must hvHiiaUiiiiablc. usini; the income fiom nature without

eiodins its capital of soil, water and fertility.

To many tropical countries, forests are an important

constituent of national wealth. They protect soil fertility.

rofTulate and purify water flow, and yield valuable timber

and other products: usedsuslainably they are an economic
and environmental asset for tomorrow as well as today.

Used destructively, for short-term gain, they are afl too

likely to be replaced by dejiraded land and impoverished

people. Developinfj countries cannot afford such waste.

Development must he based on a sound underslandinf;

of environmental systems. This atlas sets out our knowl-

ediie of the forests that remain. It akso explains the

complex issues that must be considered when making;

decisions about development in lain foi'est areas. Neither

this hook nor lUCN arfjues that rain forest should be sacro-

sanct everywhere in some areas, con\'ersion to intensive

agriculture or agro-forestry ma.\ he the best course to

pursue. But in much of the forested i-egion. a balance

between protection and skilful sustainable use is needed.

if this balance is to be achieved, the industrialized

countries that liu\' tropical foi'est ]jrt)ducts must support

and cooperate with producer countries. They must look

again at how the burden of debt forces tropical countries

to clear their forests in order to secure immediate income.

They must help developing tropical countries to imple-

ment sustainable management and appropriate pricing

systems, so that rain forests remain to enrich the lives of

future generations. .And those making plans for the futuie

change and rise in s

conservation plans ii

that could render current

ible in the futuie.

'orests hv the world's media is

an encouraging sign o

en\'ironmental conservation. But some campaigns have
failed to see the issues from the point of view of the people

who inhabit the developing countries of the tropics.

complex ecology, but depends even more on hnding
solutions to human social problems alleviating poverty,

easing debt, and above all creating conditions under
which human population growth will slow, and people

W. Holdgate.
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