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lUCN - THE WORLD CONSERVATION UNION

Founded in 1948, lUCN - The World Conservation Union - is a membership organisation comprising governments,

non-governmental organisations (NGOs), research institutions, and conservation agencies in over 100 countries. The

Union's mission is to provide leadership and promote a common approach for the world conservation movement in

order to safeguard the integrity and diversity of the natural world, and to ensure that human use of natural resources is

appropriate, sustainable and equitable.

Several thousand scientists and experts from all continents form part of a network supporting the work of its

Commissions: threatened species, protected areas, ecology, environmental strategy and planning, environmental law,

and education and communication. Its thematic programmes include forest conservation, wetlands, marine ecosystems,

plants, the Sahel, Antarctica, population and natural resources, and Eastern Europe. The Union's work is also supported

by 12 regional and country offices located principally in developing countries.

WCMC - THE WORLD CONSERVATION MONITORING CENTRE

The World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC) is a joint venture between the three partners who developed the

World Conservation Strategy: lUCN - The World Conservation Union, UNEP - United Nations Environment

Programme, and WWF - Worid Wide Fund For Nature (formerly World Wildlife Fund). Its mission is to support

conservation and sustainable development through the provision of information on the world's biological diversity.

WCMC has developed a global overview database that includes threatened plant and animal species, habitats of

conservation concern, critical sites, protected areas of the world, and the utilisation and trade in wildlife species and

products. Drawing on this database, WCMC provides an information service to the conservation and development

communities, governments and United Nations agencies, scientific institutions, the business and commercial sector,

and the media. WCMC produces a wide variety of specialist outputs and reports based on analyses of its data.
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