

















Preface

Having read this report, I am convinced that Niue
urgently needs a “National Environmental
Management Strategy (NEMS)” that it can imple-
ment immediately. This State of the Environment
Report will serve as a basis for Niue's future devel-
opment.

Our ability to survive with dignity and without
total reliance on our Pacific neighbours is at stake.
Our economic environment and future develop-
ment rely on Niue having an intact environment. [
ask you all to examine this document carefully, as
the custodians of our heritage and natural
resources.

If it were not for the National Environmental
Management Strategy initiatives, we could possibly
have overlooked the need to change our environ-

mental management in Niue. The Government of

Niue and the community have a daunting task
ahead of them if they are to alter their current
environmental practices.

In Niue, we want the best environmental plan-
ning possible, and we want it translated into action
before further damage is done to our delicate
environment. We must act now. We have the capa-
bility, and we also have many of the solutions.
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We owe a sincere thanks to SPREP, UNDP and
the New Zealand Representative (Niue) for this
initiative and for their continuing financial sup-
port. Without such help, it would not be possible
for us to attain sound environmental management
and sustainable development throughout the
Pacific region.

[ look forward to a change in development
attitudes, a change that will bring about a greater
awareness of the ‘Moui Faka-Niue' and its relation-
ship to our natural resources and the beautiful
environment of Niue.
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The Honourable Frank Fakaotimanava Lui
Premier of Niue
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