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Foreword

This <locurnent rcpresents ir ct-urcise blrt nel't:rthe-
less courprehensive t'e port on the Statc of the En-
vironrnerrt in lvfestenr Sarmoa. I[ rr,as plcparccl as

sttpporting clocurnent;rtiorr to the Nirtiorral Envi-
r()llrnent and l)evelc)pn)cnt Managcnrerrt Striltc-
gies <locrtrnent art<l pr()cess which culrnin:rtecl irr
(lallinet-endotsed str:rtcgies ainrecl ;tt cnsuring tlrat
plescnt and firtrrre developrncnt activities witlrirr
rv!'estenr Sltnr oa :rre tr n tle rtake n r.r,i th all clrre' ct>nsi d-
r:mtion ftrr srrstilirting cnvir'onrrrental qrrality'. Tlris
State ol'the Envirotrnretrt Report rr:rs ()ne o{'sevcrnl
clocrrnrcrrts preparcd Ibr tlris proces$. It is obviotrslv
a rnost important prrblicaLion becatrse it brings
together aviril:rble inforlurtion irbotrt \Vesterrr
Sanroa's nattrral l'cs()l.lr-ces. ctrltrrral heritirge. cxist-
ing proccsses ancl 1>r:lctices, as rr,cll as institutirrrr:rl
and adrninistratirre nrechanisnrs. This irrf<rrrrraticln
is vi tal r,l'hen clevcklpin g on.qoi ng .strirterd es irinr erl
at eur.ironnrental protectiorr. fu well, it is valrurblc
to ltztte att tt1>toclate <locrrnrent which is rrseftrl rrot

.jtr.st t"o policv rnirkers llrt nlso tr> the rvidel cornrrrrr-
nih,. This State of'thc Enr.inlnnrent Report ha.s thrr.s

bet'n writl.en irr a style lvlriclr will nrake it accessiblc
to a rvicle \4tcstern Sirnroan audience.

Financial assistancr-. for the prepar':rtion ol-this
report ancl lirr the process of National Enr.iron-
nrent arncl f)cvelo;trrrent ManagernenI Strat(:gics
productiorr u'ithin \4restern Sanroar has bccn scllcr:
ouslv proviclccl bv lhc Llnited Nations Develop
ment Prograr-r'rnre (UNDP) throtrgh the NENIS
Plojcct withirr the South Pacilic Regional Ertvi-
ronrncnt Proglarnrne (SPREP).

1'his repor! stunrttittiscs tlre crtt'retrt state of
knowleclp;e abortt the etn'itonntc'l'lt ol' !tr'est.eru

Sauro:r. It c:overu tlrr: terresttial, urttiue, ttrbiur and
nrnrl t'nl'ironnlenl. the' socioeconrttuic sitttation
ancl instituticlnail respot tses to <lclek)pmel] t trencls,

and pnlvides r,illrrable irttot'rttiltion irtrcl base cl:rta to
act as a gauee agairrst which to rnerlsltre the futttrer
slate ()f \\'esterrr Siurro:r's etl,irruntetrt. Sttch a

nreasrrring stick rl'ill ensul'e that qtrick :rctiotr cau

bc tirken shorrld tht't'e be signs of'e-rn'ironnretrtal
ctegrir<krtion.

I worrlcl like to pat' particrrlar t ribttte to the $'ork
ol-Tu'tr'r.r letiTaule'alo. thc Loc:rl NEIvIS Consult-
nnt who pleparecl botlr thc: Snte of'the Etn'iron-
nleut Rcport and the clrafi Nirriclnal Envirotrment
itnrl f)evelopnreut Managentetrt Strategies doctt-
nrcnt, the latter being pruduced thrtrttgh a broacl
consultative process u'hich clrew ou the diverse
viervs of a wicle crlss-scctiotr of'\\tstcrtr Samoatr

socit:ty. I rvor"rld :rlsn like to acku<llr'leclge rhe a.ssir

tanc:e provided by.|trlia Ha.skt ol'lAlestertt Sam<xr's

Dep:rrtnrerrt <lf Litnrls, .Sttnev aucl Etn'itonlnetrt itr
thr' fiual report prepirl?lti()n stitllc's.

SPREP looks fonvard to rtot'kittg with \Vestertr

Sarnoa arrd with ()ther re{dottal iurd itrternatiotral
organisations in tackling the culilolrtneutal issttes

iclcntifiecl in this Stirtc ol'dre Environtnetrl Repol't.

ViliA. Frurvao
Ditvt:ktr
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