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Foreword

This docturrent reptesents :r concise lcport on the
-state of the envirnnnrent firr Kirilxrti. It n'uu preparecl
as a conponent of rhc National Enrironrncnud
Managernent Strategies (NEMS) Pr-oiect. The NEMS
Project rv:u instig:rtecl to trcldress strstafurable enrinlrr-
lnental cleveloprnent lnd planning issrres in :r nrrnr-
bcr of Pacific Islrutd coulttries, narnely Kiribati,
Narrm, Niue, Palarr, Tirkelrrr, Tinalrr ancl Westerrr
Samoa. lt vvas frurclcd by tlre Unitecl Nations Devel-
oprnent Progmmrne (UNDP) and irrrplemented
throrr.qh the South Pacific Resional Environnrent
Progrannnre (SPI{EP) :rs part ol'a broader assistance
prtrject carlled Parcific Mtrlti Islancl (PMI): Plannins
and Implernerrtilt"iorr ol' Pacific Regional Environ-
nrerrt Prograrnnre. rvhich concenh'iltc"s orl regiorurl
:t n d in-co r rn try irr sti turi onarl .s tr'en gthen i r.r g an ci tr:ri n-
in g of enr.irnunren ull mallilgcts.

Tlre State ol'the Enr.ir<lnt:rent Renort frrr Kir-i-

surnrnarises the crrrrent state of knowleclee abntrt
tlre envilorunent ()f'Kiribati in areas such as tlre
ter-restrial envir ortrttent. rrrarine I'esortrces, ctrltural
ancl archaeologic:il resout'ce.st socio-economic

birti is a comprehe nsivr: ref t-r'ence docrrment on the I

ilffi:'":::t': ;j"f;l'il:-:ll::TilIl':#;:l Me
to the envir-<lnntenl can be uarrged. Tht: repor-t \t

environrncnt ancl outlirrcs cnvironrtetttal chal-
lcngt's [:rcin.q Kiribati. Thc State of the Environ-
rncnl Report also providc.s alt imporftrnt vehiclc
Ior raisirrg ?lwarenr:ss r:f'the con-unnnit!' t.o the inr-
portance of crrvironnrental issr.res ancl horv these
sh<ltld be intcgr-atecl into firture clecision-rnaking
pr()cesses.

I wotrlcl like to tlrank C)':rig Wilson, Enr.iron-
rtrental Adrisol to the Ministry of Environrnent zuld
Nattrral Resourres Devclopnrent, G<tventrnent of-
Kiritrati fbr his vvork in prepatirrg this State of thc
lltrvironrnent Report. SPREP lor>ks fiorlvarcl to
rvorking with Kiribati arrcl u'irh other regional and
int.er-naLional organisations in tackling the cnvir()n-
nrcntal issues identifiecl in tl'ris State o[the Environ-
ment ReP()l't.

\fili ,\. Fuavacr

Diwku'
South Pacific Regional
-E.rtvi ro nnren t Programrrte
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