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NAIROBI CONVENTION: 
GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE

The Nairobi Convention area: Somalia -
Republic of South and Island States in
the Western Indian Ocean
Convention :-15,000 km coastline;
Diverse ecosystem
population of over 178 million in 2007.
60 million live within 100 km of the

Coast



Urbanization and impacts on Ecosystem Health
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o NAIROBI CONVENTION

Nairobi Convention is a regional agreement with 3
protocols; Each requiring a set of reporting indicators

i. Protocol concerning protected areas and wild fauna and flora in
Eastern African region 1985;

ii. Protocol concerning land based sources and activities of pollution
adopted in April 2010;

iii.PROTOCOL CONCERNING LAND-BASED SOURCES
AND ACTIVITIES IN THE WIO REGION

iv. Draft-Protocol concerning Integrated Coastal Zone Management
in the Western Indian Ocean region (ICZM Protocol) is under
development 2014
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Requirements for indicators and 

the mandate
Article 11: CP to  establish Common Guidelines, 
Standards and Criteria
Article 16; Reporting exchange of and access to 
information
•Contracting Party shall, every two years, submit regular reports 
to the Organization containing information or measures adopted, 
results obtained implementation of convention.
• CP to establish working groups as required to consider any matters 
concerning this Convention and its protocols;
•CP to assess periodically the state of  the environment in the 
Convention;
•
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Indicators

i. Protocol concerning protected areas and wild fauna and flora in
Eastern African region 1985; Ecosystem health indicators;
MPAs management effectiveness indicators
Governance performance indicators

ii. Protocol concerning land based sources and activities of pollution
adopted in April 2010; GEF supported WIO-LAB - need for
Indicators on WATER QUALITY AND POLLUTION including inshore and offshore
water quality, including river discharge

Draft-Protocol concerning Integrated Coastal Zone Management in the 
Western Indian Ocean region (ICZM Protocol)  is under development 
2014 ? ICM indicators; Socio-economic  indicators Governance performance indicators
WIO-LAB The -Global Environment Facility  three types of  indicators;
• Process indicators -, institutional, or policy reform..
• Stress reduction indicators 
• Environmental status and socio-economic indicators reflect the changing state of  the 

ecosystem ;
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National Reporting requirements 

Article 4: General obligations of the CP
•Decision CP7/5: Strengthening National Reporting
•To adopt the national reporting template to report to the Secretariat 
and Contracting Parties progress made in implementation of the 
Convention and its protocols.

a)Provide names and contact details of national experts on:
a) Wastewater management
– Marine Pollution
– Climate change
– Fisheries and aquaculture
– Marine protected areas
– Emergency response
– Coral reefs
– Mangroves 
– Sea grass
– Coastal forests
– Maritime and Shipping

b) Plans/Policies/strategies/programmes
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There is plenty of GAS - Where is the OIL?
?

The oil and gas sector is a new and emerging sector in the WIO region. For 
example by mid-2012, international exploration companies had made 
major discoveries of on-shore and off-shore natural gas in Mozambique in 
Rovuma basin. i.e: 

In Tanzania, an estimated 60 trillion cubic feet of natural gas reserves had been 
confirmed from Songo Songo, Mtwara, Mnazi Bay, Ntoria, Mikindani, Nyuni 
and Mkuranga.

In Madagascar, onshore discoveries of bituminous (tar) sands and subsurface 
heavy oil deposits have been discovered.

Large prospective zones have also been identified along the island’s west coast 
within the Ambilobe, Majunga and Morondava basins, all extending into the 
deepwater Mozambique Channel. 

In Kenya, on-shore oil and gas discoveries have been made in Turkana County 
extending to Marsabit County with potential offshore reserves in Lamu 
county.

The governments in the WIO have acknowledge that there is no resident 
capacity, or prior experiences in the region.

During the COP7, the contracting parties recognized the need for coordinated 
action in the management of transboundary marine and coastal resources 
especially in areas where oil and gas exploration is ongoing.
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A one-stop information portal on 
coastal and marine environment 
information for the WIO Region

Nairobi Convention Clearinghouse Mechanism
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Regional  Reporting examples 

• STATUS OF BIRDS IN THE MARINE AND COASTAL ENVIRONMENT OF THE NAIRO
CONVENTION AREA: REGIONAL SYNTHESIS REPORT

• The main objective 
– highlighting the status of birds and their habitats using spatial, tabula

or graphic data.
- update an on-line database of bird species listed in the Protocol 
- develop a policy brief on birds as indicators of marine and coastal 

ecosystem health.

- identify priority sites for protection and highlight habitats and marine 
protected areas in the Western Indian Ocean 

- Model the effects of climate change on the species of birds and their
habitats listed on the Protocol Concerning Protected Areas and Wild
Fauna and Flora
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