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PREFACE

Methyl bromide (MeBr) is a fumigant used to contral arthropods, nematodes, pathogens and weed
Seads in soil in severd crops, such as tometoes, peppers, eggplants, tobacco, strawberries,
ornamentas and other crops.

Some years ago it was discovered that this fumigant is a srong chemicd depleting the Earth's ozone
layer. 1ts 0zone depletion potentid is 0.4, i.e. higher than the admissble threshold of 0.2. In addition,
it isaso known that bromine rdessed by MeBr is 40 times more aggressve then chlarine in bresking
down ozone on a per éom basis.

Governments and internetiond agencies aware of the problem have agread to establish a programme
for phesng out the use of MeBr. Snce the fumigant is used in ssverd hightincome crops the
established phase out gives times to the countries for the development of new dternatives to replace
MeBr.

During the lagt fivesaven years some projects and adtivities have been caried out in severd
countries which hed a high consumption of MeBr as a sl fumigant. The work has been gpplied fidd
research for the development of new adternatives and demondrations of those highly effective onesin
large plots.

As a reallt of the above work there are avalable some published maerids on new MeBr
dterndtives, which destribe the feeshility and the disadvantage of each new pest contral measure.
Some of these publications have come out from severd workshops and symposia organized in
different countries by UNEP, UNIDO and cther organizations

The main purpose of the presant report is to provide information of successully usad dternatives in
some countries or regions, where MeBr phase out is going on. Although the report often shows the
lack of dready veidated dternatives, paticulaly for a region like Africa, the maerid provides
enough dements of the technica and economica success of the use of severd dternatives as well as
those, which are nearly to be introduced into the agriculturd practice.
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