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Root	  causes	  of	  the	  problem	  

•  Unsustainable	  development,	  inequality	  and	  
the	  viola-on	  of	  the	  human	  rights	  of	  women	  
and	  men	  are	  closely	  linked	  

•  As	  the	  Brundtland	  report	  noted	  already	  in	  
1987:	  	  

•  “inequality	  is	  the	  planet's	  main	  
'environmental'	  problem;	  it	  is	  also	  its	  main	  
'development'	  problem.”	  



Women‘s	  livelihoods	  &	  nature	  

•  Intact	  ecosystems	  assure	  the	  survival	  of	  the	  
poorest	  people,	  who	  depend	  for	  up	  to	  80%	  
of	  their	  livelihoods	  on	  func-oning	  
ecosystems	  (TEEB	  report)	  	  

•  Economic	  growth	  in	  many	  countries	  has	  
come	  at	  cost	  of	  destruc-on	  of	  natural	  
resources.	  And	  this	  has	  hit	  the	  poor	  and	  
women	  most	  severely	  



3	  billion	  poor	  due	  to	  environmental	  
degrada-on…	  

•  People	  in	  poverty	  are	  suffering	  from	  
degrada-on	  of	  their	  agricultural	  land,	  forests,	  
water	  supplies	  and	  biodiversity,	  	  

•  The	  Human	  Development	  Report,	  warns	  that	  
if	  environmental	  degrada:on	  con-nues	  at	  
the	  current	  rate,	  gains	  will	  be	  en-rely	  turned	  
back,	  pulling	  over	  3	  billion	  people	  back	  into	  
extreme	  poverty	  	  



Extrac-ves,	  exploita-on,	  violence,	  
pollu-on…	  
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