
Strategic Directions for the GPA  

2017 – 2021 
Presented by:  

Vincent Sweeney 

Coordinator, GPA 



The early days of the GPA (1995 - 2001): 

• NPA implementation was slow; little concrete 
action 

• Low awareness of GPA by countries 

• Lack of political will 

• Limited finances 

 



The early days of the GPA (2001 – 2006): 

• NPA implementation accelerated (based on 
IGR-1) 

• Moved from planning to action 

• Goals set for GPA were met (for this “phase 
2”) 

 



The GPA in 2015: 

• Over 80 NPA frameworks established 

• GPA projects included within UNEP PoW 

• New technologies tested 

• Multi-stakeholder partnerships established 

• Capacity built in countries 

 



UNEP facilitates and promotes the 
implementation of the GPA through 
international, regional and national action 

However, the GPA is not UNEP’s programme – it 
is a global programme! 

 



FUTURE ROLE OF GPA 

 

 

The future role of the GPA will be based on regional and global deliberations, such as: 
• Rio+20 Outcome document, The Future We Want 
• SAMOA Pathway (for SIDS) 
•  UNEP Committee of Permanent Representatives  
• 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda (SDGs) 
•  Annual Regional Seas meeting (& Strategic Directions) 
• High-level GPA Anniversary meeting (Washington, DC, Nov 2015) 
• East Asian Seas Conference (Vietnam, Nov 2015) 
• Conference of Parties to UNFCCC (Paris, Dec 2015) 
• Second United Nations Environment Assembly (May 2016) 
• Third Global Land-Ocean Connections Conference (2016/17) 
• Fourth Intergovernmental Review of the GPA (2017) 



 

 

The GPA, through UNEP’s role in various organs, is expected to respond through 
mechanisms such as: 
• UN-Oceans 
• UN-Water 

• Task Force on Wastewater 
• Regional Seas Programmes, incl: 

• Cartagena Convention (Caribbean) 
• Barcelona Convention (Mediterranean) 
• Abidjan Convention (West Africa) 
• Nairobi Convention (Eastern & Southern Africa) 
• North West Pacific Action Plan 
• Coordinating Body for the Seas of East Asia 



STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS OF GPA 
2017-2021 

The Strategic Direction of GPA will be based on: 
 
• Current/ongoing work of UNEP/GPA Secretariat 
• Current/ongoing work of RSPs 
• Future plans 
• Emerging issues 
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