


About the Organisations

United Nations Environment Programme
Established in 1972 and based in Nairobi, Kenya, the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) is the voice for the environment within the United Nations system.
The Executive Director is Klaus Toepfer.

UNEP’s mission is to provide leadership and encourage partnership in caring for the
environment by inspiring, informing, and enabling nations and peoples to improve their
quality of life without compromising that of future generations.

Acting as a catalyst, advocate, educator and facilitator to promote the wise use and
sustainable development of the global environment, UNEP works with numerous
partners within the United Nations, as well as with national governments, international
and non-governmental organizations, the private sector and civil society.

UNEP assesses global, regional and national environmental conditions and trends;
develops international and national environmental instruments; helps to strengthen
institutions for the wise management of the environment; facilitates the transfer of
knowledge and technology for sustainable development, and encourages new
partnerships and mind-sets within civil society and the private sector.

Being headquartered in Nairobi enhances UNEP’s understanding of the environmental
issues facing the world’s developing countries.  To ensure its global effectiveness, UNEP
has six regional offices: in Africa; West Asia; Asia and the Pacific; North America; Latin
America and the Caribbean; and Europe.  UNEP also supports a growing network of
centres of excellence such as the Global Resource Information Database (GRID) centres
and the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC).

UNEP hosts the secretariats of several environmental conventions, including the Ozone
Secretariat and the Montreal Protocol’s Multilateral Fund, CITES (the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora), the Convention
on Biological Diversity, the Convention on Migratory Species, and a growing family of
chemicals-related agreements, including the Basel Convention on the Transboundary
Movement of Hazardous Wastes and the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants (POPs).

UNEP can be reached at www.unep.org

The International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) is an
independent ‘Mountain Learning and Knowledge Centre’ serving the eight countries of

the Hindu Kush-Himalayas – Afghanistan , Bangladesh , Bhutan , China

, India , Myanmar , Nepal , and Pakistan – and the global mountain
community. Founded in 1983, ICIMOD is based in Kathmandu, Nepal, and brings
together a partnership of regional member countries, partner institutions, and donors with
a commitment for development action to secure a better future for the people and
environment of the Hindu Kush-Himalayas. The primary objective of the Centre is to
promote the development of an economically and environmentally sound mountain
ecosystem and to improve the living standards of mountain populations.
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These Policy Guidelines are the outcome of lessons learned from a project
implemented by ICIMOD through its national collaborating partners in Bhutan, India,
and Nepal. The Guidelines would not have been possible without the contribution of
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Asia Regional Desk Coordinator, ENERGIA, for their invaluable comments and
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We would also like to acknowledge the valuable inputs provided by our collaborating
partners: Dr. Lham Dorji and Ms. Manju Giri of the Royal Society for the Protection
of Nature (RSPN), Bhutan; Mr. Ibrahim Hafeezur Rehman, Mr. Rakesh Prasad, and
Mr. Asim Mirza of The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) – India; and Mr. Ganesh
Ram Shrestha, Mr. Asim Banskota, and Ms. Neelam Kayasta of the Centre for Rural
Technology, Nepal (CRT/N). Inputs provided by local partners, namely the
Himalayan Organisation for Protecting the Environment (HOPE) of Uttaranchal, and
the Society for Development and Environment Protection (DEEP) of Himachal
Pradesh (both India); the Society for Local Volunteer Effort (SOLVE), and Nepal Red
Cross Society (both Nepal) are also highly appreciated.

We are grateful for the valuable guidance and inputs provided by Dr. Mahesh
Banskota while preparing these Guidelines. Thanks are also due to Ms. Joy Clancy,
University of Twente, The Netherlands, and Dr. Narpat S. Jodha, ICIMOD, for their
suggestions. We also thank the Publications’ Unit of ICIMOD for editorial assistance,
particularly A. Beatrice Murray (Senior Editor), Joyce M. Mendez, (Editor) and
Dharma R. Maharjan (Layout and Design), and the consultant editor Rosemary A.
Thapa.

And last but not least we would like to offer our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to
the participants from our regional member countries for their contribution in the
regional workshops, and to all the women’s group members, whose hard work and
active participation contributed so much to the project’s success.
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AEPC Alternative Energy Promotion Centre

CBO community-based organisation
CEDAW The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination

against Women
CRT/N Center for Rural Technology, Nepal
CSD Commission for Sustainable Development 

DAC Development Assistance Committee
DDC district development committee
DEEP Society for Development and Environmental Protection
DEPI Division of Environmental Policy Implementation

EIA environmental impact assessment 

GAD gender and development 

HKH Hindu Kush-Himalayas 
HOPE Himalaya Organisation for Protecting Environment

ICIMOD International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development  
ICS improved cooking stove 
ICWE International Conference on Water and the Environment 
IGAs income generating activities
INGO international non-government organisation 
IWEP Integrated Water and Energy Programme
IWM integrated water management

LPG liquefied petroleum gas 

M&E monitoring and evaluation 
MDGs Millennium Development Goals 
MFIs micro-finance institutions

NFE non-formal education
NGO non-government organisation
NWAB National Women’s Association of Bhutan 

O&M operation and maintenance 

PRA participatory rural appraisal  
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