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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 9

Executive summary

Regional Definition

The GIWA Caribbean Sea region is part of the Wider Caribbean and 

includes all or parts of 28 island and mainland states – Antigua & 

Barbuda, Anguilla, Aruba, Belize, Bonaire, Barbados, British Virgin Islands, 

Cayman Islands, Costa Rica, Curaçao, Colombia, Dominica, Grenada, 

Guatemala, Guadeloupe, Honduras, Martinique, Mexico (Quintana Roo 

state), Montserrat, Nicaragua, Panama, Saint Vincent & the Grenadines, 

Saint Kitts & Nevis, Saint Lucia, Trinidad & Tobago, Turks & Caicos, United 

States Virgin Islands and Venezuela. For the GIWA assessment, the region 

was divided into three sub-systems: the Small Islands (3a); Colombia & 

Venezuela (3b); and Central America & Mexico (3c). This report presents 

the results of the assessment of sub-systems 3b and 3c.

The Caribbean Sea is a semi-enclosed ocean basin bounded by the 

Lesser Antilles to the east and southeast, the Greater Antilles (Cuba, 

Hispaniola and Puerto Rico) to the north, and by Central America & 

Mexico to the west and southwest. Water fl ows from the Atlantic Ocean 

into the Caribbean Sea mostly through the Grenada, Saint Vincent, and 

Saint Lucia passages in the southeast, continuing westward as the 

Caribbean Current – the main surface water circulation in the Caribbean 

Sea – then out into the Gulf of Mexico via the Yucatan Channel between 

Mexico and Cuba.

The principal river discharge to the Caribbean Sea is from the Magdalena 

River, which drains an extensive basin between the Eastern and Central 

Cordilleras. While the Magdalena River Basin is entirely within Colombia, 

its river outfl ow aff ects a wide sweep of southern Caribbean coastal 

waters. The Orinoco River, a major river whose basin is shared between 

Colombia and Venezuela, was also included in this assessment. 

Although it discharges mainly to the Atlantic Ocean from a delta at the 

very margin of the Caribbean Sea region, its outfl ow has a signifi cant 

impact on southern Caribbean coastal waters because of the prevailing 

ocean currents. The rivers discharging to the Caribbean Sea from the 

Central America & Mexico sub-system are small by comparison, though 

some of them, such as the San Juan River at the borders of Nicaragua 

and Costa Rica, are transboundary systems. 

The Colombia & Venezuela (3b) and Central America & Mexico (3c) sub-

systems are characterized by a wide variety of terrestrial and marine 

ecosystems with rich biodiversity. In the Colombia & Venezuela sub-

system, most of the marine ecosystems of the tropical Western Atlantic 

are represented, including coral reefs, seagrass beds and mangroves. 

The Central America & Mexico sub-system has the second largest 

coral barrier reef in the world, extending along Belize’s coast, as well 

as coastal wetlands subject to regional conservation initiatives. Its 

terrestrial biodiversity represents the confl uence of fl ora and fauna from 

two biogeographical regions, the Nearctic of North America and the 

Neotropical of South and Central America, including the Caribbean. 

Of the two sub-systems assessed, Colombia & Venezuela has the higher 

population (60.4 million), with 62% of this in Colombia. The urban 

population index is the highest in the Caribbean Sea region, with 75% 

and 87% living in urban areas in Colombia and Venezuela respectively. 

The inhabitants of Colombia are classifi ed as having medium-low 

incomes and those of Venezuela, medium-high incomes. The total 

population of the Central America & Mexico sub-system is about 

9.9 million inhabitants, of which 53% are from Honduras, 17% from 

Guatemala, 14% from Nicaragua, 5% from Quintana Roo (Mexico), 4% 

from Costa Rica, 4% from Panama and 1% from Belize. Except for Costa 

Rica, the infant mortality rates of the countries of the Central America 

& Mexico sub-system are higher than the rest of the region with an 

average rate of 33 per 1000 live births. The sub-system had an average 

per capita income of approximately 2 600 USD (current value) in 2001. 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_11213


