ENVIRONMENTAL
REPORTING FOR
AFRICAN JOURNALISTS

A Handbook of Key Environmental
Issues and Concepts




\

Environmgntal rePorting /
for AFricanjou rnalists:
Handbook of keg
environmental issues and
concePts




Published in December 2006. © 2006 UNEP. ISBN: 978-92-807-2767-8.
UNEP Job number: DPD/0833/NA

Produced by the Division of Environmental Policy Implementation (DEPI)

Divisional Directors: Division of Regional Cooperation - Cristina Boelcke;
Division of Environmental Policy Implementation - Veerle Vandeeweerd

Project Supervisors: Akpezi Ogbuigwe, Angele Luh

In House Team: Davies Okoko; Levis Kavagi; Timeyin Uweja; Kwame Ansong-Gyimah; David Bwakali;
Sarah Dorothy Atieno and Rose Ogot

Design and layout: Jennifer Odallo
Cover design and layout concept: Celeste Wamiru
Mlustrations: Celeste Wamiru and Amako Obifigbo Chukwunonso

UNEP Review: Angele Luh; Esther Reilink; Fatou Ndoye; Sylvia Bankobeza; Meryem C. Amar; Desta
Mebratu; Verleye Ines; Martin Krebs; Chris Ambala; Aaban Ali Bhutt.

We also acknowledge the extensive review that was carried out by the Africa Network of Environmental
Journalists (ANEJ]), Sylvia Wachira and Nkirote Laibon. The photographs included in this handbook are
from the following sources: Peter Manyara, Celeste Wamiru, David Bwakali and EET Team.

© 2006 United Nations Environment Programme
ISBN: 978-92-807-2767-8
Job No.: DPD/0883/NA

Disclaimer
The contents and views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of
UNEDP or contributory organizations.




The opinions, figures and estimates set forth in this publication may not necessarily be considered as
reflecting the view or carrying the endorsement of UNEP.

The designations employed and the presentations do not imply the expressions of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of UNEP or contributory organizations concerning the legal status of any
country, territory, city or area or its authority, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries.

Mention of a commercial company or production in this publication does not imply the endorsement
of UNEP.

Reproduction

This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part and in any form for educational or non-profit
purposes without special permission from the copyright holder, provided acknowledgement of the
source is made. The United Nations Environment Programme would appreciate receiving a copy of
any publication that uses this publication as a source.

No use of this publication may be made for resale or for any other commercial purpose whatsoever
without prior permission in writing from the United Nations Environment Programme.

United Nations Environment Programme

Division of Environmental Policy Implementation (DEPI)
P.O. Box 30552, Nairobi, 00100, Kenya

Tel: +254 20 7621234

Faximile: +254 20 7623927

Email: uneppub@unep.org

WWw.unep.org

Printing: UNON Printshop, United Nations Office at Nairobi

Printed on chlorine free paper with plant based ink.




Contents

FOTEWOIT. . vttt s ettt et e et e st et et a e ebe st e be b esae st eseeseesassensessessanaasessessensansansanes vi
PrEfACE. o teuieteeieietite ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et s et et a s e st et e st e s et e s an e et e st et e st s esenseseneesanes viii
List Of @DDIEVIAIONS. ....ccveteuieieriieriieteeeteerte et e et e e et e e steesese st ese s sesessesessesessesessebessssesansesessesasnesens X
INELOAUCHION wuvtiieeerieteieteirte et te et et e et e et etes e se et esesse et esasaesasaesesessesessesassesassasesssasensesansnsesansans 1
How t0 use this RandbDOOK........c.ccieiiiiiiiieieieiccesetcee ettt e e b be s saeaeseeseas 3
I.  Africa Environment OUtlook (AEQ) .uooioriveeereieietietiereeeeeeeeeteereereseseeeeesseseesessessessessesees 5
II.  Key environmental iSSUES.......c.ceerirerirueuereerintrinieieseetresieseseseeststsee ettt seseseesessssesesenens
A, Poverty and the environment .......coceeeeeverririeiereeninnineeeeereseee et seeessees
B.  Environmental Jaw ......ccccecieieiiiieiicieieceecestetet ettt ettt enas
C.  Environmental partnerships .......c.cccccevrreruereierenninieceeieneeeeeeeeseseeseneseseseseseesenes
D. Health and the enVIrONMENT......cicvivvieieiereerictieretereeee e reerer et ere b b s s essessens
E. Gender and the enVIrONMENT.....cicrivvieveiereerictiereerereeee e ereeressesesessesseseeressessessessessene
F.  Youth and the environment ..........ccuouveee.
G. Environmental education and training
III. United Nations and the enViroNmMeNt ..........cccceeueeierierieeeieeeeeseseeceeee e eeeeeressessesseseseeseesens 33
A.  Environment Management Group (EMG) ......c.ccccevevrrruereerennininiereeneneneneeeeseseeenenns 34
B.  United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)......c.ccccovurueeevcrnnnecrcnenenenennenes 34
C. Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations (FAO) .....c.ccccecvvrururecucnee 45
D. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)......ccccccevurrrrrereccrererenrireneneneecs 47
E.  United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) .......c.cccceevevrururercnaee 48
F United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Programme (UNESCO) ......... 51
G.  United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).......cccccceeururureeneee 52
H. World Meteorological Organization (WMO)..........cceceeeeuererernenenenereneenenererersnsnseseenes 52
I.  World Health Organization (WHO) ......cccceceeuiiririniiicieeeneieeeeeenesesessssnsesesenes 53
J. World Food Programme (WEP).....c.cccovrrereiereninininieieeneneneseseseseeeseseeseseseesesessssenes 55
K.  United Nations campaigns and inter-agency networking..........c.coccceevvveveuererercrunnenee 56
IV. Development banks and institutions financing environmental activities..........c.ccoeecurureuene 59

A, WOTIA BANK vttt ettt et v et et et et b et ensessessebesssnsensensensenene 59




B.  African Development BankK........ccccececeviriririeueinininininiecccniniseeeesesesesee e seesessssesesenenes
C. Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol

V. International environment-focused Organizations ..........coeeevereerererereeuereenerereresrererenenennns 63
VI. Africa Network of Environmental Journalists (ANE]).....ccccovvevverieieeiierenieneeeeeereeseereneennes 65
VII. Multilateral environmental agreements ..........cceeureeereeeceeerererereeneririeeeseesenesssseseeeseaens 67
A, BiOdIiVErSity CONVENTIONS ...c.cvevvrrrerererieaceerereretenresiseseacecaesesesesessesesesesescscsesesessssssmsesesceces 70

B, AtmOSPhere CONVENTIOMS....c.c.evrurueeueeerereuerrertrereseseseseseresesstseseescscsesesesesssseseseeesesesesenes 85

C. Chemicals and hazardous wastes CONVENTIONS.........cccerververeeeeresrenersessereereeresessessennes 94

D.  Land CONVENTIONS ...ccceereiuiereieieiereetesteetestesaeeeeesessessessessessessesessessessessessessssessessessansen 101

E.  MEAs on seas and insSland Water ...........ceeveeveiieeeeereeeriecieeeeeeereeteceene e ereevesseanes 106
VIIL International environmental GOVEINANCe........ccceuvururuereuertrrirenierereerentreneereseereseseeseseseneenens 115
IX.  KeY MUIESTOMES ....cueiiiieieiiiiieieieteittiete ettt ettt bttt ettt seenene 119
X.  Major environmental institutions in AfTiCa.......cceeururereecrccerereueenirrreeeererereresseseseesceees 125
A. African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN) ... .. 125

B.  African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW)............ 127

C. New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) ......c.cccovururuereenenenenenrencnccnennns 130

D. African Roundtable for Sustainable Consumption and Production (ARSCP)......... 134

XI. Reporting on the environment.......c.cocvvreeeereereririnieiereeninrtreeeseeeseseseeseseseseseseseesesesesessnnns 137
K. CONCIUSION . c.tittitteteiietieestetest ettt e e st et e ae e e e e eebesbessesaessesaeseesessessassassensesaessesessessesansans 143
APPEIIAICES «..vevenrirereneniiirieieieieetstst sttt et st st st be et s s st et be e et s b et e sese s ettt et ebebe e ettt eseseseaenttes 145
I.  Information reSOUrces ON AfTICa.....coivieieveiierieeereiiieesieee e e et es e s e s sssaesas 145

II.  United Nations system .......c.c.ceeu.... ..146

III. Environmental contacts and networks. 151

A, UNEP .t 151

B.  Ministries of environment in AfICa......cveeerereeerereereeeereeresresreeeeeeeseeseeseesensens 152




Foreword

( ( Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. Education is the
premise of progress, in every society, in every family” These
words by Kofi Annan underscore the immense importance of

information in our society. An informed society will be better equipped

and positioned to tackle the challenges of the twenty-first century.

Environmental information forms the crux of environmental action. Thanks to the prominent
role that they play in disseminating information, the mass media can ensure widespread
distribution of environmental information and thus catalyse environmental action.

In pursuance of its mission to provide leadership and encourage partnerships and access

to environmental information as helping to contribute to sustainable development, UNEP
recognizes the need to support journalists in the difficult task of interpreting complex
environmental issues. This handbook was written in a user-friendly reference style that

will ensure speedy access to the information needed both in the handbook itself and in the
further readings suggested. The availability of such specific information and references will
enable environmental issues to be widely incorporated into mainstream reporting, thus
ensuring that accurate environmental information becomes duly and strategically integrated
into the public domain sooner, rather than later; systematically, rather than sporadically.

Africa is one of the five priority areas identified by UNEP, accordingly African journalists need to
be trained in environmental reporting. Accurate and balanced environmental journalism requires
a firm grasp of global, regional and local environmental issues. This handbook is geared towards
providing the African journalist with specific background information and guidelines for accurate
environmental reporting. It highlights and outlines key issues and the environmental conventions
related to them, because of their global significance and the local impact they have. Environmental
conventions are particularly important for Africa because of its extreme vulnerability to
environmental change. This handbook will provide journalists with a firm grasp of the essentials
of these vital conventions and how they play out on the wider environmental field.




The Africa Environment Outlook (AEO) process within UNEP has produced two highly
informative and comprehensive integrated environmental assessment reports. The second
edition of the AEO report sets out clearly the immense opportunities afforded by Africa’s
natural resources. The report probes more deeply into the extensive interplay between
environmental and economic factors and, in doing so, has set a new benchmark in holistic
assessment that looks at both the past and the future. The handbook provides an overview
of this cutting-edge AEO process which will enable journalists to appreciate both the bigger
picture of the African environment and the emerging wider context of environmental action.

The Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building has underlined the
need to base the decision-making process on sound information. This vital principle of
information for action was also stressed by global environmental ministers at their sixth
special session in Malmo, Sweden, in May 2000. The Malmé ministerial declaration states
in part that “the role of civil society at all levels should be strengthened through freedom of
access to environmental information to all.”

The media continue to play a strategic role in raising environmental awareness, channelling
environmental information and inspiring environmental action and, as such, is crucial to the
work carried out by UNEP. For this reason African journalists, through the Africa Network of
Environmental Journalists, were extensively consulted in the production of this handbook and
their input has ensured that the handbook truly reflects their concerns and needs.

Because of the dynamic nature of environmental information, environmental reporting
must be concerted, consistent and informed. This handbook answers that need and provides
journalists with the necessary tools to deliver such reporting.
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