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am pleased to present the ASEAN State of the Environment Report
2006, the third in the series. The first report was published in 1997 and
the second report in 2000.

The ASEAN region faces several challenges in protecting the
environment and ensuring the sustainability of its natural resources. The
ASEAN State of the Environment Reports highlight key characteristics and
developments concerning the condition of the environment. These include
what ASEAN is doing to address the challenges at the national and
regional level.

An ASEAN Community is envisioned by the year 2020. Therefore, this report has paid special attention to
our community building efforts toward an environmentally sustainable ASEAN Community. The Vientiane Action
Programme 2004-2010, the current roadmap, demonstrates our commitment through concrete measures and
milestones to achieve this goal. The environmental programmes and measures in the VAP are situated within
the context of sustainable development to ensure full integration and mutually supportive development of the
various inter-related sectors.

Measures of environmental sustainability from reputable independent studies have placed the region at a
level above the world average. However, the challenges foreseen call for even greater effort to ensure further
improvement in environmental sustainability of the ASEAN region.

National, regional and global environmental issues cannot be set apart from one another. It is our hope that
through the publication of the ASEAN State of the Environment Report, the global community will better
appreciate the issues and concerns faced by the ASEAN region, and join hands to address them collectively.

| would like to congratulate all those who have been involved in producing this useful report. My sincere
appreciation goes to the United Nations Environment Programme and the Hanns Seidel Foundation for the

financial and technical support provided during the preparation of this report.

Thank you.

Ong Keng Yong
Secretary-General of ASEAN
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