's Work

in UNEP

>
-
2
O
O
V)
>
O
(@)
=
(@)
4°)
(@)
C
L




Copyright ©2009, United Nations Environment Programme

Disclaimers

The content and views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) neither do they imply any endorsement.

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion
whatsoever on the part of UNEP concerning the legal status of any country, territory or city or its authorities, or concerning
the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries.

Mention of a commercial company or product in this publication does not imply the endorsement of UNEP.
© Maps, photos and illustrations as specified.

Reproduction

This publication may be reproduced in whole or in part and in any form for educational and non-profit purposes without
special permission from the copyright holder, provided that acknowledgement of the source is made. UNEP would
appreciate receiving a copy of any publication that uses this material as a source.

No use of this publication may be made for the resale or for any other commercial purposes whatsoever without the prior
permission in writing of UNEP. Applications for such permission, with a statement of purpose of the reproduction, should be
addressed to the Division of Communications and Public Information (DCPI), UNEP, PO. Box 30552, Nairobi 00100, Kenya.

Produced by

Major Groups and Stakeholders Branch (MGSB)
Division of Regional Cooperation (DRC)

United Nations Environment Programme

PO. Box 30552, Nairobi, 00100, Kenya

Tel: 4254 (0) 2062 12 34

Fax: +254 (0) 20 62 39 27

E-mail: civil.society@unep.org
Web: www.unep.org/civil_society

Design and Layout

Jinita Shah, United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON) Publishing Services Section, Nairobi, ISO 14001:2004 - certified

This publication is available from Earthprint.com: http://www.earthprint.com

UNEP promotes
environmentally sound practices
globally and in delivering its own

activities. This publication has not been

printed in hard copy and is only available in
electronic format. Our distribution policy aims
to reduce UNEP’s carbon footprint.




/

L=

{
1/

UNEP

Natural Allies:

Engaging Civil Society
in UNEP’s Work

Second Edition

tY<44



Acknowledgements 4
Foreword 5
Chapter 1: UNEP and Civil Society 7
UNEP’s Mandate and Evolving Priorities 8
The Role of UNEP's Secretariat 9
Defining Civil Society and Major Groups 12
A Brief History of Civil Society Engagement in UNEP 14
Avenues for Civil Society Participation in UNEP 16
Chapter 2: Civil Society Participation in International Environmental Policy 19
Participating in the UNEP Governing Council/Global Ministerial
Environment Forum (GC/GMEF) 19
Policy Statements to the GC/GMEF 22
UNEP's Global Civil Society Forum (GCSF) and the Regional Civil Society Consultations23
Exploring New Approaches 24
Civil Society Engagement with the Multilateral Environmental Agreements ... 25
Cooperating with the UN System at Large 27
Chapter 3: Civil Society Participation in the Implementation of UNEP's Programme of Work............29
Climate Change 30
Disasters and Conflict 31
Environmental Governance 36
Harmful Substances and Hazardous Wastes 38
Resource Efficiency and Sustainable Consumption and Production ... 41
Chapter 4: Providing Sound Science for Decision Makers,
Raising Public Awareness, and Involving Stakeholders 45
Providing Sound Science for Decisionmakers 45
Raising Public Awareness 48

Working with Specific Major Groups 51




Chapter 5: UNEP in the Regions

UNEP’s Regionalization Efforts

Civil Society Engagement in the Regions

Chapter 6: Financial Resources for Civil Society

Main Areas of Financial Resources for Civil Society
Financial Resources Through UNEP-GEF

Chapter 7: Conclusion

Annexes

Acronyms

65
65
66
77
77
78
89
91

94



The United Nations Environment Programme gratefully acknowledges the contributions made by many
individuals and institutions to the preparation and publication of this updated edition of Natural Allies,
including those mentioned below.

Lead author: Hilary French, UNEP

Design: Hortense Palmier, UNEP

Joseph DiGangi (Environmental Health Fund)
Fumiko Fukuoka and Delfin Ganapin (UNDP)

Mohamed Abdel-Monem, Wondwosen Aasnake, Charles Arden-Clarke, Etaf Chehade, Tess Cieux, Olivier
Deleuze, Amy Fraenkel, Hilary French, Elisabeth Guilbaud-Cox, Matthew Gubb, Silja Halle, Arab Hoballah,
Melanie Hutchinson, Rob de Jong, Janet Kabeberi-Macharia, Alexandra Karekaho, Cecilia Kibare, Kristin
McLaughlin, Elizabeth Mrema, Fatou Ndoye, Clara Nobbe, Theo Oben, David Ombisi, Rody Onate, Martina
Otto, Hortense Palmier, Naomi Poulton, Mahesh Pradhan, Lesly Puyol, Esther Reilink, Barbara Ruis, Ashbindu
Singh, Soraya Smaoun, David Smith, Jim Sniffen, Cornis Van der Lugt, Kaveh Zahedi, Laetitia Zobel (UNEP)

Nathan Swire (Worldwatch Institute)

Lisa Mastny, Worldwatch Institute



In the Foreword to the first edition of Natural Allies, published in 2004, noted
Indian ecologist Dr. Vandana Shiva wrote that:"Engagement between UNEP and
civil society is necessary, both for UNEP and for the protection of the planet’s
fragile web of life. In this engagement lies the potential for resurgence of
democracy and ecological awareness. | welcome this new engagement of UNEP
with the democratic forces of civil society: it will strengthen both!”

Vandana Shiva’s central insight that both UNEP and civil society have a lot to
gain by working together is as true now as it was five years ago. And there is no
time to lose: the planet’s ecosystems are under severe stress, and problems such
as climate change, atmospheric pollution, land degradation, freshwater scarcity, and the loss of biological
diversity on land and sea pose major challenges to all countries and people.

But environmental problems are not only threats; they also present enormous opportunities. We have spent
the 20th century discovering how we destroy the environment. We should use the 21st century to learn how
we can survive and thrive with the environment at the heart of our economic development aspirations.

Responding effectively to today's pressing environmental challenges will require the full and effective
participation of all sectors of society. UNEP has placed particular emphasis in recent years in reaching
out to the nine Major Groups, first recognised at the Rio “Earth Summit”: Business and Industry, Children
and Youth, Farmers, Indigenous Peoples and their Communities, Local Authorities, Non-Governmental
Organizations, the Scientific and Technological Community, Women, and Workers and their Trade Unions.
Our new Medium-Term Strategy takes to heart the challenge of working in partnership with civil society
to implement UNEP’s Programme of Work in six priority issue areas: Climate Change, Disasters and Conflict,
Ecosystem Management, Environmental Governance, Harmful Substances and Hazardous Wastes, and
Resource Efficiency and Sustainable Consumption and Production.

Natural Allies provides a clear picture of how civil society can and does work with UNEP, both benefiting
from and strengthening UNEP’s programme of work. The publication is targeted at civil society and should
be read from a civil society point of view. Its purpose is to provide answers to your questions about UNEP. |
hope the book also provokes in readers a desire to participate in UNEP's work and enables organisations and
individuals to gain the maximum benefit from UNEP’s commitment to working closely with civil society. My
sincere wish is that this book will contribute to assisting civil society catalyse the political and social changes
that are needed if we are to accelerate a transition to a resource efficient, low carbon, sustainable Green
Economy in the 21st century.

A S

Achim Steiner
UN Under-Secretary-General and UNEP Executive Director
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