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Poverty Measurement
Guide to Data Disaggregation

This publication provides guidance on applying various approaches to data disaggregation 
for measuring poverty and aims to improve the international comparability of poverty statis-
tics. Regardless of how accurate the national measures of poverty are, their usefulness will be 
limited if they mask existing disparities within societies.

The introductory Chapter 1 lays down the motivation behind the choice of disaggregation for 
poverty measurement.

Chapter 2 suggests a standard set of core variables for poverty disaggregation with the 
purpose to enhance further international harmonisation. Reference questions are provided to 
illustrate the implementation of data disaggregation in practice.

Chapter 3 discusses methods to adapt data collection in order to reach beyond the traditional 
and established survey methodologies and capture the groups that are most exposed to the 
risk of poverty.

Chapter 4 addresses the need for assessment of data accuracy and the quality of statistical 
processes as well as their continuous improvement. The chapter discusses how to improve 
response rates and sampling precision in the measurement of poverty among relevant social 
groups.

Chapter 5
living across regions and household circumstances. It provides analysis on measurement 
issues such as social transfers in kind, disability cost or high medical expenditures, housing 
wealth, imputed rent, assets poverty and unequal sharing of resources within households, and 
multi-dimensional poverty.

Chapter 6 presents an overview of the areas envisaged for further work. 

The publication mainly targets national statistical authorities and provides useful information 
for policymakers, researchers and other users of poverty data.
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Preface
In these times of growing inequalities, poverty is increasingly recognized as a global challenge. The 
pledge of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is to reach the furthest behind first and leave 
no one behind. However, the most vulnerable or disadvantaged groups are particularly hard to identify 
or capture in statistical surveys. Greater data granularity is therefore needed to understand who is at 
risk of poverty and where support is needed the most.

To take further the methodological work and develop recommendations to countries on data 
disaggregation with particular focus to poverty measurement, the Conference of European Statisticians 
established a task force, which worked through 2018 and 2019 to develop the present Guide. The task 
force consisted of 30 statistical experts from UNECE member countries, other countries participating in 
the work of the Conference of European Statisticians, international organizations and academia. It builds 
on the UNECE Guide on Poverty Measurement published in 2017.

The Guide’s recommendations aim to improve national poverty statistics by ensuring better availability 
of disaggregated data for measuring poverty in alignment with international standards. The publication 
mainly targets national statistical authorities and provides useful information for policymakers, 
researchers and other users of poverty data. The Guide was endorsed by the 68th plenary session of the 
Conference of European Statisticians in 2020.

UNECE is grateful to all the experts who were involved in the preparation of this Guide.
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