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Preface

In these times of growing inequalities, poverty is increasingly recognized as a global challenge. The
pledge of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is to reach the furthest behind first and leave
no one behind. However, the most vulnerable or disadvantaged groups are particularly hard to identify
or capture in statistical surveys. Greater data granularity is therefore needed to understand who is at
risk of poverty and where support is needed the most.

To take further the methodological work and develop recommendations to countries on data
disaggregation with particular focus to poverty measurement, the Conference of European Statisticians
established a task force, which worked through 2018 and 2019 to develop the present Guide. The task
force consisted of 30 statistical experts from UNECE member countries, other countries participating in
the work of the Conference of European Statisticians, international organizations and academia. It builds
on the UNECE Guide on Poverty Measurement published in 2017.

The Guide’s recommendations aim to improve national poverty statistics by ensuring better availability
of disaggregated data for measuring poverty in alignment with international standards. The publication
mainly targets national statistical authorities and provides useful information for policymakers,
researchers and other users of poverty data. The Guide was endorsed by the 68th plenary session of the
Conference of European Statisticians in 2020.

UNECE is grateful to all the experts who were involved in the preparation of this Guide.
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