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Measuring the activities of multinational enterprise groups is one of the major challenges 
facing producers of o˜cial statistics today. Sharing data nationally and internationally on the 
activities of multinational enterprise groups has become necessary to ensure the high quality 
of o˜cial sta tistics.

This Guide follows in the steps of the two previous guides on globalization - The Impact of 
Globalization on National Accounts (2011) and the Guide to Measuring Global Production 
(2015). It highlights the importance of data sharing to capture economic stocks and °o ws 
correctly in o˜cial statistics and introduces operational ideas and common tools to increase 
data sharing for statistical purposes while observing statistical conÿdentiality.

Data sharing is an indispensable element in the toolbox of statisticians as they develop 
approaches to the measurement challenges posed by globalization. To facilitate and improve 
data sharing, the Guide provides:

• Many examples to share experience from di˝ erent types of data sharing cases in the realm
of o˜cial sta tistics;

• An analysis of enablers and obstacles of data exchange with links to resources to overcome
barriers;

• Instructions and experience from large cases units in statistical o˜c es and their role in data
sharing;

• Materials for communication with multinational enterprise groups;
• Legal and procedural recommendations and a template of Memorandum of Understanding

for data sharing among statistical authorities;
• Information on useful IT tools and solutions for data sharing;
• Step-by-step guidance towards data sharing and ensuring conÿdentiality; and
• Recommendations on further actions for countries and international organizations.

This Guide is the result of the joint work of the members of the UNECE Task Force on Exchange 
and Sharing of Economic Data involving leading experts from national statistical authorities 
and international organizations. It has also beneÿtted from feedback and case studies from 
consultations and expert meetings.
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Preface

Economic globalization is characterized by innovative global business arrangements and growing interdependence of 

economies. This raises severe challenges to statisticians in measuring and describing national, regional and global 

economic development. Multinational enterprise groups’ (MNEs) data are critical for the quality of economic statistics. If 

those data are missing or not correct, national statistics will not be of sufficient quality to support government or 

business decision making.

Globalization presents new opportunities for businesses that seek more efficient and profitable ways to develop, 

manufacture and distribute their products and services. Their agile global production arrangements and strategic

location of intangibles and R&D challenge statisticians, often in unexpected ways. If official statistics first seemed inept 

in the face of globalization, statisticians quickly joined forces to jointly figure out how to compile relevant statistics in

these conditions. Global problems require global solutions. Indeed, data sharing emerged in these discussions as a 

game changer for statistical production.

In this Guide, we provide tools and ideas to improve the quality of economic statistics by increasing cross-national and 

international data sharing for statistical purposes, while observing strict statistical confidentiality. A key aspect of the 

solution relates to the role of national statistical offices. They cannot rely on national data only but need to exploit the 

possibilities of using data collected by statistical authorities of other countries to produce better quality economic 

statistics. The other aspect of the solution is the sharing of innovative practices to understand and correctly record the 

activities of MNEs. The guidance we provide in this Guide is, however, not restricted to MNEs’ data, but is applicable to 

any type of cross-border economic activity.

The time has come for us statisticians to update our mindsets regarding sharing data among statistical authorities in 

different countries. Such data sharing is already seen in other areas such as tax and customs administrations. As we 

already have a century-long successful tradition of international collaboration on statistical standards and methods, we 

should take a step forward and extend the scope of collaboration to data sharing. I sincerely hope that ideas shared in 

this Guide will be rooted into the practices of statistical organizations, resulting in better statistics for better 

policymaking. The global statistical system needs to act decisively and in coordination to develop data sharing to 

achieve a more complete and accurate picture of MNE activities in official statistics.

The Guide was endorsed by the Conference of European Statisticians in June 2020. It follows in the steps of the two 

previous guides - The Impact of Globalization on National Accounts (2011) and Guide to Measuring Global Production 

(2015). The focus is on highlighting the importance of data sharing to capture economic stocks and flows correctly in 

official statistics and making data sharing activities possible by introducing practicable ideas and common tools.

I am thankful for the involvement of great experts across countries in the preparation of the Guide. As in the previous 

Guides, the contribution of Eurostat and OECD was invaluable and the contributions from across the world from both 

international organizations and individual countries made the Guide rich in examples that help us to learn from various 

different types of data sharing cases. The work leading to the Guide has been presented at many international fora such 

as the meetings of the UNECE Group of Experts on National Accounts, organized jointly with Eurostat and OECD, the 

OECD Working Party on National Accounts, the Committee on Monetary, Financial and Balance of Payments (CMFB)

Statistics, the Intersecretariat Working Group on National Accounts, the Advisory Expert Group on National Accounts, 

the World Statistics Congress of the International Statistical Institute (ISI) and the Integrated Global Accounts and Global 

Production project of Eurostat. I am grateful to everyone who contributed to the discussions, challenged our ideas and 

gave us inspiration.

Timo Koskimäki

Chair of the Task Force on Exchange and Sharing of Economic Data
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