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rt The Inland Transport Committee (ITC) of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) was formally established in July 

1947. For 75 years, ITC has provided a platform for intergovernmental cooperation to facilitate and develop international transport while 
simultaneously improving its safety and environmental performance. The main results of this critical work are re�ected in the 59 United 
Nations international agreements and conventions which provide a legal framework and technical regulations for everything from the 
development of international road, rail, inland navigation and intermodal transport, to dangerous goods transport and vehicle 
construction. The Committee  functions with the support of the work of its 20 Working Parties which are in turn supported by more than 
40 formal and informal expert groups and in cooperation with 11 Treaty bodies (Administrative Committees).

Some of the most emblematic moments of the 75-year history of the Committee and its Working Parties are included in this publication. 
During the review of the history of ITC, it became obvious that the 75th anniversary presents a unique opportunity to celebrate the 
Committee’s decades of achievements in shaping regional and global regulatory governance of inland transport. It is also the appropriate 
moment to re�ect on the strategic direction of the ITC on the road to 2030, with a sense of urgency. A critical worldwide situation has 
emerged in environmental, social and economic development, further exasperated by the economic and social disruptions due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  At the same time, megatrends - from demographic trends to new technological breakthroughs - that reshape the 
underlying “rules of the game” for transport and mobility are creating new dynamics, new opportunities and new challenges. Additionally, 
the development of inland transport also proved to be a challenge for tra�c safety. Decoupling tra�c increase and road crashes and even 
targeting vision zero are essential conditions for sustainable mobility. With new urbanism, walking and cycling are having a renaissance 
and are recognised as fundamental for sustainable urban mobility.

This is the context in which the Committee’s dynamic role must evolve.  This process of evolution is guided by the ITC Strategy until 2030, 
the adoption of which in 2019 prompted the continued expansion of the Conventions under the Committee’s purview towards eventually 
covering all 193 UN Member States. Through this strategic direction on the road to 2030, ITC as the UN platform for inland transport stays 
true to its 75-year history that changed the world of transport and impacts the daily lives of billions around the world. It will ensure its 
continued contribution to the needs and priorities of its members and contracting parties, by leading change in inland transport, and by 
providing a level-playing �eld and inclusive platform of reliable solutions at a time when these are needed the most by the international 
community.  
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Foreword
The Inland Transport Committee (ITC) of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe was created seventy-five years ago in the aftermath of the second World War to help 
promote recovery and prosperity in a war-ravaged Europe and beyond. Since the inception 
of the Committee, its core task has been to systematically address all elements related to 
the safety, facilitation and security of the international transport of goods and people via 
road, rail, inland waterways and other connections.

Today, the world is at another pivotal moment. Global challenges, from climate change to 
inequality and the economic and social disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
are threatening worldwide efforts to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. With 
sustainable development at risk, coordinated global efforts among governments and key 
stakeholders are increasingly necessary.

The transport sector remains central – as part of the problem and the solution. Inland 
transport, for example, contributes significantly to global greenhouse gas emissions. As 
reflected in the discussions of the second United Nations Global Sustainable Transport 
Conference, it is crucial that transport be integrated into a broader sustainable infrastructure 
agenda, especially in developing countries.

Sustainable transport is a key element of promoting sustainability, and the ITC is an 
established asset. As the only United Nations body specializing in inland transport, the ITC 
has a major role in shaping the international regulatory framework for inland transport 
and leading the global drive for more coordination, harmonization, and agreements 
among governments. May the ITC long continue its work to promote inclusive sustainable 
development for all people on a healthy planet.

February 2022

António Guterres
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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