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Note

The designation employed and the presentation ¢énmin this publication
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatssewn the part of the
secretariat of the United Nations concerning ttgallestatus of any country,
territory, city or area, or of its authorities, @ncerning the delimitation of its
frontiers or boundaries.

Abstract

The publication examines changes in the regulaemgscape in the member
States of the United Nations Economic Commission Harope (UNECE),
including the recent trend towards “better reguolaltj i.e. regulations with a
greater focus on desired outcomes and more fl@yibithis approach can help
remove barriers to trade created by differenceqational standards and
technical regulations, as can good regulatory aciuch as set out in the
UNECE “International Model for Technical Harmonied'.

The current volume brings together contributiond eesearch papers prepared
by some of the speakers and participants of therrdational Forum on
“Common Regulatory Language for Global Trade”, heldune 2006, as well
as by the UNECE secretariat. These contributiomsglwwere written after the
event and since updated, reflect the thinking thatForum helped generate,
which is of continued policy relevance.
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The purpose of this series of trade and investmeides is to assist economies
in transition, as well as economic actors in otbeuntries, in becoming
familiar with best practices in the areas of traohel investment and related
legal and commercial practices and, thus, to domii to the elimination of
legal, administrative and technical barriers taérand investment. The guides
are developed under the aegis of the United Natmunomic Commission for
Europe (UNECE) Committee on Trade and its subgidiadies.

This is the tenth guide in the series. The precgtiiles were:

1. Trade Finance in Transition Economies: Practicdlays to Support
Exports and Importers

2. Standards and Regulations in International Trade
3. Investment Promotion in Central and Eastern perand the CIS
4. The Polish Experience of Transition: Accomplishta and Problems

5. Eliminating Obstacles to Efficient Trade Finangélransition Economies:
Practical Aspects

6. Services in Transition Economies
7. Trade Finance for Small and Medium-sized Enisgwin CIS Countries
8. Market Surveillance in the UNECE Region

9. Building Trade Partnerships in Eastern Europége tCaucasus, and
Central Asia

These can be obtained from the United Nations Patdins Service:

Geneva:

Tel: +41-22-917-2613 Fax: +41-22-917-0027  E-maipubli@unog.ch
New York:

Tel: +1-212-963-8302 Fax: +1-212-963-3489  E-maipubli@un.org




Foreword

Dialogue is based first and foremost on a commoguage. Within the United
Nations system, dialogue among stakeholders indolire standardization
matters not only promotes international transfekmdwledge and technology
but also contributes to enhancing safety, reduadbgtacles to trade and
preserving the environment.

This booklet presents in a simple and straightfodwaay some fundamental
terms, tools and concepts for trade and developm&mth as regulatory
cooperation, regulatory impact assessment and gapdatory practice.

Contributions from international experts presenyttbese ideas have been put
into practice in different regions and by differestakeholders. These experts
are among the many that, since 1970, come togeth#ére meetings of the
Working Party on Regulatory Cooperation and Stadidation Policies (WP.6)
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Ewop

The Working Party (and its predecessor bodies) haeen a forum for

exchanging information on developments and expeeignand have developed
recommendations and good practices in a number reésarelated to

standardization and regulatory cooperation.

At the Working Party, regulatory cooperation isrses a key instrument for
avoiding unnecessary barriers to trade becaus#fefaht norms and standards
and ways of applying them. While each country hasque needs and
circumstances, one norm or standard could neverli for the whole world.
Yet the underlying objectives for safety and prttecare widely shared and
could be the basis for better and convergent réigukathat bring a minimum
of disruption to traders and producers.

We hope this publication can assist Governments buosiness as they
cooperate to build a regulatory environment thantrgoutes to sustained

growth.
, /5 ‘ K\A b
Christer Arvius Jan Kubis
Chairperson Executive Secretary
UNECE Working Party on Regulatory United Nations

Cooperation and Standardization Policies Economic Commission for Europe
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AFNOR
APEC
ARSO
ASF
ASTD
AU
AUC
BSI
CDSG
CEN
CENELEC

CIS
CISPR

CRO
DCAS

DIN
EASC

EC

ETSI

EU
FL3C&R

GATS
GATT
GRP
GSM

ICT

Abbreviations

French Association for Standardization
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
African Organization for Standardization
African Standardization Forum

ARSO Strategy Document

African Union

Commission of the African Union

British Standards Institution

APEC Chemical Dialogue Steering Group
European Committee for Standardization
European Committee for Electrotechnical
Standardization

Commonwealth of Independent States

International Special Committee on Radio
Interference

Common regulatory objective

ARSO *“Different-But-Complementary-Approach”
Standardization Model

German Institute for Standardization

EuroAsian Interstate Council for Standardorati
Metrology and Certification

European Commission
European Telecommunications Standards uhstit
European Union

Frog Leap, Collaboration, Cooperation,
Coordination and Mutual Recognition (principles
adopted in ARSO strategy)

General Agreement on Trade in Services
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
Good regulatory practice

Global System for Mobile communications
Electrical Equipment

Information and communication technology
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IEC
IECEE

ISO

IT

ITU
MEN
MRA
NEPAD
NT
OAU
OECD

PTB

RIA
SAM
SCSC

SDoC
SPS
START

TBT
TFTF
UN/CEFACT
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Abbreviations (continued)

International Electrotechnical Commission

IEC System for Conformity Testing and
Certification of Electrical Equipment
International Organization for Standardizatio
Information technology
International Telecommunication Union

Most Favoured Nation

Mutual recognition agreement

New Partnership for Africa

National Treatment

Organisation of African Unity

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development

Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt (Gernsany
national metrology institute)

Regulatory impact assessment

African Standardization Activities Model
APEC Sub-Committee on Standards and
Conformance

Supplier’'s declaration of conformity

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

WP.6 Team of Specialists on Standardizatiod A
Regulatory Techniques

Technical Barriers to Trade (WTO agreement)
APEC Trade Facilitation Task Force

United Nations Centre for Trade Facildatand




