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FOREWORD

Innovation is a pillar of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and of
approaches to economic development across the world. This is particularly prominent in
Belarus, with its legacy of world-class scientific research and industrial production, where the
Government has reformed its national innovation system in line with UNECE’s
recommendations in its first UNECE Innovation Performance Review, launched in 2011.

Central reforms include passing legislation to encourage commercialization of intellectual
property, centralizing and improving transparency of innovation funds, and including
innovation in the overall national strategy for sustainable development. However, important
challenges remain. Priorities include increasing risk assessment and tolerance in funding
innovative projects, improving project screening and evaluation, and strengthening the capacity
for technology absorption and innovation in the private sector. Overall, setting up more
dynamic inter-ministerial coordination, as well as fostering multi-stakeholder consultations to
design, operate, and evaluate innovation policy, would significantly contribute to the
sustainable development goals.

The Innovation for Sustainable Development Review shows both continuity and change with
respect to previous publications in this series (i.e. Innovation Performance Review). On the one
hand, the new format presents a general review of the national legal and institutional framework
for innovation, in line with the structure of previous studies of Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Armenia
and Tajikistan, as well as Belarus’ first review. On the other hand, the new format includes
specific chapters that highlight main findings with regard to the sustainable development goals.
In the case of Belarus, these cover an assessment of the country’s national development
strategies in light of ongoing international initiatives and a review of recent eco-innovation
projects in Government programmes and development strategies.

Innovation is a complex process that requires multi-stakeholder involvement in policymaking.
UNECE advisory work in this area draws on longstanding engagement across the region. The
Innovation Performance Review series takes a comprehensive approach, with strong country
involvement and peer review of preliminary findings. |1 would like to thank the Government of
Belarus and other stakeholders for the excellent support provided throughout this project and
hope for continued joint working to assist in the implementation of the policy recommendations
of the Review and to promote innovation for sustainable development.

[insert signature]

Olga Algayerova
Executive Secretary
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
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PREFACE

The practical work on the Innovation for Sustainable Development Review of Belarus began in
December 2015 with a preparatory mission to Minsk by representatives of the UNECE
secretariat to establish contact and discuss the structure and content of the Review with the
national Government institutions and other stakeholders. The main project mission took place
from 14 to 18 March 2016 with the participation of a team that included representatives of the
UNECE secretariat as well as international and national experts.

This Review reflects the outcome of a series of consultations and discussions between the
Review team and policymakers, Government officials, representatives of academic institutions
and the business community, and other innovation stakeholders of Belarus.

The draft text of the Review was submitted for comments to the authorities of Belarus and to a
group of independent international experts who had not participated in the field mission. The
key findings of the study, including its main conclusions and recommendations, were presented
and discussed during a national workshop held in Minsk on 6 October 2016, hosted by the State
Committee on Science and Technology of Belarus. Participants included members of the
Review team, external reviewers and high-level representatives of the Government of Belarus,
as well as participants from civil society institutions, universities and international
organizations based in Minsk.

The final text of the Review was prepared for publication by the UNECE secretariat reflecting
the outcome of these discussions as well as other comments and suggestions from various
stakeholders.
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