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Foreword

Back in 2013, ECE was spearheading the debate on the wa-
ter-food-energy nexus at the transboundary level. The work 
on the nexus under the Convention on the Protection and 
Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes 
(Water Convention) started with the development of a 
methodology for assessing intersectoral links, trade-offs and 
benefits in managing transboundary basins by cooperating 
across borders and sectors.

After six years of assessment work in seven transboundary 
basins, a wealth of lessons has been drawn about facilitating 
intersectoral transboundary dialogues. The methodology 
has evolved into a flexible, generic and open framework that 
adapts to the context and issues at stake, applies fit-for-pur-
pose tools, and is continuously enriched also by the methods 
and experience of partners in the assessments. In the frame-
work of the Convention’s Task Force on Water-Food-Ener-
gy-Ecosystems, under the leadership of Finland, close to 300 
officials, stakeholders and experts contributed to shaping 
the assessment exercise, either in specific basins or at the 
global level.

This publication presents the consolidated methodology 
which was improved upon application over the years. More-
over, it describes in some detail the assessment method-
ology’s application in order to facilitate its further use and 
development.

These participatory assessments of transboundary basins 
and aquifers went through a process of jointly identifying 
intersectoral resource management issues and then pro-
posing more sustainable and collaborative ways of devel-
opment and stewardship of the respective basin’s water, 
energy, land and environmental resources which reconcile 
different interests. The findings demonstrate the value of an 
integrated approach to development, and these insights are 
particularly relevant for the achievement of the 2030 Agen-
da for Sustainable Development as the interdependencies 

between the Sustainable Development Goals need to be 
taken into account when devising implementation policies 
and measures.

It is urgent to support practical measures to rationalize re-
source use, improve sustainability and reduce transbound-
ary impacts.  However, the synthesis lays out a number of 
obstacles in the way of more integrated and collaborative 
management. To start with, national and sectoral interests 
are difficult to overcome. Capacities of national administra-
tion is often lacking and matters of coordination are often 
not given priority. 

A key enabling factor for a range of solutions to effective-
ly address the nexus challenges is in fact good governance, 
including more coherent policies between water and land 
management, energy sector, climate policy and environ-
ment protection. For realizing potential benefits from the 
jointly identified actions, cross-sectoral and cross-border 
cooperation is key. While awareness about opportunities is 
a start, political commitment and concrete response actions 
will be decisive for further progress. 

ECE, with its tools and instruments, standard-setting and 
convening power, will continue to assist the countries of the 
region in tackling the nexus with a regional perspective. It is 
at the regional or transboundary levels where various ben-
efits from applying a nexus approach can be best reaped.

Olga Algayerova 
Executive Secretary 

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
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