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FOREWORD

Innovation is central to the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to
economic development across the world. One of the most open and democratic countries in the
region, with a strategic location, educated work force, strong legacy of applied research,
competitive wage levels, ample natural resources, and vibrant and growing links with the
neighbouring region, Kyrgyzstan is well positioned to benefit from untapped potential for
innovation-led, sustainable growth.

This UNECE Innovation for Sustainable Development Review takes an in-depth look at a range
of important factors that enable and promote innovation — including innovation performance,
the economic structure, and relevant laws, policies, instruments, and institutions. In doing so,
the review puts sustainable development front and centre, exploring how innovation can
contribute not only to long-term economic growth, but also help address pressing social and
environmental concerns. This includes building on a wide range of opportunities for
Kyrgyzstan to catch up with more developed economies while avoiding, mitigating, or
compensating for the risks and challenages that positive structural transformations in the
economy will entail.

Innovation is a complex process that requires multi-stakeholder involvement in policymaking.
UNECE advisory work in this area draws on longstanding engagement across the region. The
present Review is the seventh in the UNECE Innovation for Sustainable Development Review
series, after reviews of Belarus (twice), Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Armenia and Tajikistan. The
Reviews take a comprehensive approach, with strong country involvement and peer review of
preliminary findings. UNECE would like to thank the Government of Kyrgyzstan and the
national stakeholder community for the excellent support provided throughout this project.
UNECE is committed to working with the Government to assist in the implementation of the
policy recommendations of the Review and to promote innovation for sustainable development.
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Olga Algayerova
Executive Secretary
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
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PREFACE

The practical work on the Innovation for Sustainable Development Review of Kyrgyzstan began
in December 2016 with a preparatory mission to Bishkek by representatives of the UNECE
secretariat to establish contact and discuss the structure and content of the Review with the
national Government institutions and other stakeholders. The main project mission took place
from 30 March to 7 April 2017 with the participation of a team that included representatives of
the UNECE secretariat as well as international and national experts.

This Review reflects the outcome of a series of consultations and discussions between the
Review team and policymakers, Government officials, representatives of academic institutions
and the business community, and other innovation stakeholders of Kyrgyzstan.

The draft text of the Review was submitted for comments to the authorities of Kyrgyzstan and
to a group of independent international experts who had not participated in the field mission.
The main outcomes of the project, including its main conclusions and recommendations, were
presented and discussed during a Regional Workshop “Making innovation work for the
Sustainable Development Goals” held in Bishkek from 22 to 23 June 2017 within the activities
of the Working Group on Knowledge-based Development of the United Nations Special
Programme for the Economies of Central Asia (SPECA). Participants included the members of
the Review team, external reviewers and high-level representatives of the Government of the
Republic of Kyrgyzstan, as well as delegates from other SPECA countries and United Nations
member States.

Valuable feedback on policy recommendations was also provided by participants at the tenth
session of the UNECE Team of Specialists on Innovation and Competitiveness Policies, held
in Geneva from 19 to 20 October 2017. The findings and recommendations were endorsed by
the UNECE Committee on Innovation, Competitiveness and Public-Private Partnerships, held
in Geneva from 26 to 28 March 2018.

The final text of the Review was prepared for publication by the UNECE secretariat reflecting
the outcome of these discussions as well as other comments and suggestions from various
stakeholders.
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