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Foreword 

The history of the world since the Industrial Revolution shows that no country has 
succeeded in industrializing and enriching itself without also urbanizing. Moreover, the 
positive relationship between levels of wealth (measured in terms of GDP or income per 
capita) and levels of urbanization is well documented (UNECA 2017, Henderson 2003a, 
2010, Tolley and Thomas 1987). Indeed, cities have always been crucibles of ideas and 
centers of experimentation. It is often in cities that the discoveries and innovations at the 
root of continuous increases in productivity and competitiveness are born. It therefore 
becomes irrefutable to consider the city as an engine of growth and economic 
development. Therefore, the issue becomes that of harnessing the vigor of urbanization to 
drive and foster industrial development, re-establishing the link between urban growth and 
industrial growth. In this perspective, it is necessary to examine how the opportunities 
offered by rapid urbanization can be exploited to accelerate industrialization and structural 
transformation. 
 

In Cameroon, with the advent of territorial decentralization, the mission of making cities 
engines of development now falls to municipal authorities, including city mayors. Indeed, 
the latter are responsible for making their respective cities centers of attractiveness and 
competitiveness in order to contribute to the achievement of the objectives set out in the 
National Development Strategy 2020-2030 (NDS 30). 
 

Resolutely committed to this path, the city of Yaoundé, with the technical assistance of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, as part of the United Nations 
Development Account 13 (DA13) project entitled “Building Urban Economic Resilience 
During and after COVID-19”, has produced a report on the calculation of the GDP of the 
city of Yaoundé in order to have an estimate of the wealth produced there. This report 
therefore gives the possibility to the municipal authority of Yaoundé to have sub-national 
data not only to monitor the development of local GDP, but also to guide the development 
of the city in the direction specified in the National Development Strategy (NDS30).  
 

In addition, the report provides information on the structure of the GDP of the city of 
Yaoundé as well as its evolution from 2013 to 2021. It shows for example that the city's 
GDP is constantly changing while its economy remained resilient to the impact of COVID-
19. 
 

Ultimately, the results of this report show that the city of Yaoundé, under the leadership of 
its Mayor already plays the role of vector of economic growth. 
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