
WAVING OR
DROWNING?

THE IMPACT OF 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

ON EAST AFRICAN TRADE



i

WAVING OR
DROWNING?

THE IMPACT OF 
COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

ON EAST AFRICAN TRADE



ii

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)
P.O. Box 4654 Kigali, Rwanda, Tel.: (+250) 788 155 400 • www.uneca.org

TradeMark East Africa (TMEA)
P.O. Box 313 – 00606 Nairobi, Kenya, Tel.: (+254) 20 423 5000 • www.trademarkea.com 

African Economic Research Consortium (AERC)
P.O. Box 62882 – 00200 Nairobi Kenya, Tel.: (+254) 20 273 4150 • www.aercafrica.org

©2021 United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, TradeMark East Africa 
and African Economic Research Consortium.

All rights reserved.
Designed and printed by DLWV CREATIVE LTD.
First printing: FEBUARY 2021
ISBN: -

Photo Credits
TMEA unless otherwise indicated.

Material in this publication may be freely quoted or reprinted.

Acknowledgement is requested, together with a copy of the publication.

The designations used and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA),  
TradeMark East Africa (TMEA) or African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) concerning the legal status 
of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries, or its economic system or degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, 
“industrialized” and “developing” are intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express 
a judgment about the stage reached by a particular country or area in the development process.



iii

TABLE OF CONTENTS		  iii

LIST OF BOXES				    v

LIST OF FIGURES			   v

LIST OF TABLES				   v

LIST OF ACRONYMS 		  vi

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS		  viii

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY		  ix

OVERVIEW					    xi 

1	 THE EAC’S ECONOMIC GROWTH PERFORMANCE AT A GLANCE	 1
1.1. SHARP GDP DECLINES AND SHRINKING SERVICE SECTOR	 1

2	 RECENT TRADE PATTERNS AND DEVELOPMENTs	 5
2.1.	 THE DECLINE AND RECOVERY OF EAC’S AGGREGATE EXPORTS
		  COMMENT		  5
	
2.2.	 INTRA-EAC TRADE EXHIBITED GREATER RESILIENCE 
		  COMPARED TO THE EXTRA-EAC TRADE	 9
	
2.3.	 INFORMAL CROSS-BORDER TRADE HAS BEEN ADVERSELY AFFECTED	 10
	
2.4.	 IMPORTS DECLINED AND TRADE BALANCES NARROWED	 12
	
2.5.	 HETEROGENEOUS IMPACTS ON EAC’S 
		  PRIMARY EXPORT COMMODITIES		  14
	
2.6.	 A PRECIPITOUS DECLINE IN IMPORTS AND SUBSEQUENT RECOVERY	 18

2.7.	 RELATIVELY STABLE PRICES DESPITE THE CRISIS	 20
	
2.6.	 DIRECTIONAL TRADE IMPACTS –
		  A RETURN TO THE PRE-PANDEMIC TRAJECTORY	 21

TABLE OF CONTENTS 



iv

3	 TRENDS IN THE TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS SECTORS 	 26
3.1.	 RECOVERY IN CARGO AT MOMBASA AND DAR ES SALAAM PORTS	 27

3.2.	 INCREASED CARGO TRANSIT TIME ALONG NORTHERN 
		  AND CENTRAL CORRIDORS	 29

4	 TRADE FACILITATION MEASURES BY THE EAC PARTNER STATES	 31

5	 CONCLUSIONS AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 	 33
5.1.	 CONCLUSIONS	 34
	
5.2.	 POLICY IMPLICATIONS	 34

REFERENCES				    36



v

Figure 1. 1:	 Quarterly GDP Growth Rates (%) for Select EAC Countries	 1
Figure 1. 2: 	 Average Reduction in Cash Flows due to COVID-19 
	 by sector (2020)	 1
Figure 1. 3:	 Area of Supply Chain Affected	 3
Figure 2. 1:	 EAC Economies Aggregate Monthly Exports (USD Millions)	 6
Figure 2. 2:	 EAC Countries Monthly Intra and Extra-Regional 
	 Exports (% change)	 9
Figure 2. 3:	 Uganda’s Informal Exports (USD millions) 	 11
Figure 2. 4:	 EAC Countries Exports, Imports and 
	 Trade Balance (Millions USD)	 13
Figure 2.5.	 UNCTAD Commodity Price Index Growth Rate	 14
Figure 2. 6:	 Kenya’s Tea Exports	 15
Figure 2. 7:	 Uganda’s Coffee Exports (USD Millions) 	 16
Figure 2. 8:	 Tanzania’s Gold Exports (USD millions)	 17
Figure 2. 9:	 Primary versus Manufactured Exports (USD millions) 	 18
Figure 2. 10:	 Select EAC Countries Imports by Products (USD millions) 	 19
Figure 2. 11:	 Select EAC Countries Food Imports (USD millions) 	 20
Figure 2. 12:	 FAO Monthly Real Food Price Indice	 21
Figure 2. 13:	 Kenya’s Export Destinations (KSh billions)	 22
Figure 2. 14:	 Uganda’s Export Destinations (USD millions) 	 22
Figure 2. 15:	 Kenya’s Cut-Flower Exports	 23
Figure 2. 16:	 Kenya’s Main Source of Imports (Billions KSh) 	 24
Figure 2. 17:	 Uganda’s Main Source of Imports (USD millions) 	 24
Figure 3. 1:	 Port of Mombasa Monthly Cargo (Thousand metric tonnes) 	 27
Figure 3. 2:	 Port of Dar-es-Salaam Monthly Cargo (USD Millions)	 28
Figure 3. 3:	 Cargo Transit Time from Mombasa to Busia and 
	 Malaba (in days) 	 29

LIST OF FIGURES

Table 2. 1:	 EAC Partner States Structural Break Analysis Estimates	 8
Table 2. 2:	 Monthly % Change in General Price Levels	 21

LIST OF TABLES

Box 1:	 Impact of COVID-19 on the regional business sector	 2
Box 2:	 Impact of COVID-19 on EAC’s Trade – 
	 A Structural Break Analysis	 8
Box 3:	 COVID-19 Induced Challenges Faced by
	  Informal Cross Border Traders	 11
Box 4:	 Government initiatives to cushion Kenya’s horticultural 
	 exports from the crisis	 23

LIST OF BOXES



vi

	 AfCFTA	 African Continental Free Trade Area

	 BNR	 National Bank of Rwanda

	 BoT	 Bank of Tanzania

	 BOU	 Bank of Uganda

	 CIT	 Corporate Income Tax

	 COSCO	 China Ocean Shipping Company Limited

	 COVID-19	 Corona Virus Disease 2019

	 EABC	 East African Business Council

	 EAC	 East African Community

	 FAO	 Food and Agriculture Organization

	 FEAFFA	 Federation of East African Freight Forwarders Association

	 G20	 Group of Twenty: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, 		
		  China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, 		
		  Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
		  South Africa, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States, 		
		  and the European Union

	 GDP	 Gross Domestic Product

	 ICO	 International Coffee Organization

	 IMF	 International Monetary Fund

	 KNBS	 Kenya National Bureau of Statistics

	 NBS	 Tanzania National Bureau of Statistics

	 NCTTCA 	 Northern Corridor Transit and Transport Coordination 		
		  Authority 

	 NISR	 National Institute of Statistics Rwanda

	 OPEC+ 	 Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries and 
		  Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, 		
		  Mexico, Oman, Russia, Sudan, and South Sudan

	 PAYE	 Pay as You Earn

	 RECDTS 	 Regional Electronic Cargo and Driver Tracking System

LIST OF ACRONYMS



vii

	 RSSR	 Restricted Sum of Squares

	 RSSUR	 Unrestricted Sum of Squares

	 SCT	 Single Customs Territory

	 TICTS	 Tanzania International Container Terminal Services

	 ToT	 Terms of Trade

	 TPA 	 Tanzania Ports Authority

	 UBOS 	 Uganda Bureau of Statistics

	 UCDA 	 Uganda Coffee Development Authority

	 UCPI	 UNCTAD Commodity Price Index

	 UNCTAD 	 United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

	 VAT 	 Value Added Tax

	 WTO	 World Trade Organization

	 YoY	 Year-on-Year

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_455


